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RIGHTS VIOLATION 
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ABSTRACT 

The human rights record of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea is one the worst in the world. It has been 

condemned globally, particularly by Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, the United Nations and the European 

Union. The chorus against North Korea has been increasing, with Japan being the latest to join. The Democratic People's 

Republic of Korea has asked the United Nations not to interfere in what they call it, its ‘internal affairs’. Human Rights in 

North Korea is a source of mysteries and fantasies. A very common fact on Human Rights in North Korea is that we have 

no idea what is happening there. As we know there are important gaps which need to be filled, not only regarding the issues 

of human rights but also the North Korean Penal System. Isolated from the rest of the world, North Korea is being ruled by 

the same family for three generations. The state controls everything and has a vast surveillance network to keep an eye on its 

citizens. The Media is sponsored by the leadership, mobile phones are uncommon, and the Internet is available in two or 

three developed states like Pyongyang. Although the North Korean Constitution promised right to faith to all the citizens in 

the country, this seems to be mere speculation. A report published by the United Nations in 2014 highlighted how 

Christians face persecution and severe punishments if they practice any other religion outside any State Controlled Church, 

which only considers their leader as God. It is said that North Korea has the biggest open prison in the world. People are 

punished for almost anything. There are many people in prison for crimes they did not commit. North Korea has a system of 

Collective Punishment, that means a whole family is convicted for a crime committed by one of them. Some prisoners are sent 

to brutal labour camps. It is important to highlight that instead of Death Penalty, North Korea executes its citizens in 

public. This harsh and barbaric form of punishment is a massive violation of human rights. 
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This research paper is an attempt to offer a critical perspective to understand the major human rights issues of the 

North Korean Regime. 

Keywords: 

Human Rights, violation, crimes, punishment 
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I.INTRODUCTION 
 

One of the world’s most oppressive and tyrannical states in the world, North Korea is 
being ruled by Kim-Jong-Un for the past decade who discharges the duties of the Chairman of 
the States Affairs Commission and the leader of the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea, thereby 
exercising absolute authority over its population. All kinds of civil and political independence, 
including freedom of speech and expression, assembly, association and religion have been 
curtailed by the government. Political rallies by the opposition are not permitted. Meanwhile, the 
media is such which always supports the initiatives taken by the regime. Trade unions and 
Protests which raise voice against the government are given the strictest of punishment. 
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The government has instilled fear amongst its citizens by arbitrary arrests, torture in 
custody and executions. These are signs of an autocratic regime where the government has 
absolute and an erratic control over its population. The security agencies use a methodological 

approach to force its citizens for unpaid labour.1 These include pregnant women, children, 
detainees and prisoners. These unpaid labours who are not members of any political party are 
used for building infrastructure, implementing projects and carry out all the activities 

surrounding the First Family and the Workers’ Party of Korea.2 
 
The government has remained adamant about Cross-Border restrictions and severe 

punishments are inflicted on citizens who try to pave their way into other neighbouring 
countries. In 2017, the regime colluded with the Government of China to detain and extradite 
the North Korean refugees. These refugees were exploited and chastised for making contact 
with the outside world. There is no concept of fundamental rights even for pregnant women or 

people with disabilities.3 
 
This research paper highlights the vulnerabilities of the Government in providing stable 

economic and social culture in the informal sector. It gives priority to ideological and political 
concerns rather than focusing on real and actual issues. Eventually, people who want to make 
their lives better and try to escape, of course, face arrest, detention and torture due to the 
surveillance system setup by the Security Agencies which is in direct control of their Supreme 
Leader. This leads to further violations of human rights since citizens are denied the rights of an 
accused and a fair trial. These prisoners are subjected to cruelty and torture during interrogation 
procedure which falls below International Standards. Ironically, North Korea is a party to most 
of the human rights treaties, however, it fails to implement the essence of the treaties. This 
research also analyses how different mechanisms of the United Nations were activated to 
address the issues of Human Rights; and how they never worked due to the autocratic style of 
Government in the country. 

                                                
1Anonymous, North Korea’s human rights: What's not being talked about- BBC NEWS (Feb. 18, 2019), 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-44234505 
2Rosie Perper, 1 in 10 North Koreans are forced into modern day slavery, human-rights study estimate- BUSINESS INSIDER 
(Aug. 02, 2018), https://www.businessinsider.in/defense/1-in-10-north-koreans-are-forced-into-modern-day-
slavery-human-rights-study-estimates/articleshow/65236852.cms 
3 Phil Robertson, North Korean Refugees Trapped by China’s Expanding Dragnet- HUMANS RIGHT WATCH (Sep. 18, 
2017), https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/09/18/north-korean-refugees-trapped-chinas-expanding-dragnet  
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II.VIOLATIONS IN NORTH KOREA- WHAT IS 
NOT BEING TALKED ABOUT? 

 
With an abysmal record of human rights for the past 70 years, it is necessary to highlight 

the nature and dimension of these violations. The primary culprit behind these violations is the 

North Korean regime itself.4 The human rights violation which will be discussed includes forced 
labour, the treatment meted out to prisoners, the condition of the refugees and the grave 
economic condition of the country which in turn affects the citizens. It does not incorporate all 
the violations but understanding the concept and basics of these contraventions would describe 
what is not being talked about in North Korea. 

III.FORCED LABOR 
 

Forced Labor from ordinary civilians including children, is used by the government to 
dominate its population and maintain the economy. At every stage of their lives, a vast amount 
of North Koreans has carried out unpaid and forced labour. As a customary rule, employees in 
North Korea are not authorized to choose their job. The regime distributes jobs from cities and 
rural areas to both men and unmarried women. There are certain cases, where these employees 
are not paid by these firms, compelling them to look for other jobs to live and accept low 
amounts of salaries given by these firms. 

 
Humans Right Watch conducted an interview of a certain section of school students, and 

they revealed that their schools compelled them to work at farms twice a yearwithout any 
compensation. These students also revealed that their schools forced students of age between 10 
to 16 to work on a daily basis to precipitate funds to pay salaries to teachers, school 
administration, maintaining school facilities and to carry out government advertisements and 

campaigns.5 
 
The government pushes its citizens to enrol into the paramilitary forces thatare under the 

direct control of the ruling party. Their primary work is to build infrastructure. The political 

                                                
4Christine Hong-Reframing North Korean Human Rights, CRITICAL ASIAN STUDIES (2013), Vol.45 Issue 4, Pg. 
511-519. 
5Anonymous, Human Rights Watch Submission on the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child- HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH (Feb. 13, 2017), https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/13/human-rights-
watch-submission-democratic-peoples-republic-korea-committee-rights.  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/13/human-rights-watch-submission-democratic-peoples-republic-korea-committee-rights
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/13/human-rights-watch-submission-democratic-peoples-republic-korea-committee-rights
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prison camps are called kwanliso whereas ordinary prison camps are called kyohwaso. Apart from 
these, there are short term detention facilities where labours are forced to do back-breaking work 
in dangerous conditions, in winter weather without any proper clothing. 

IV.FOOD INSECURITY- COLLAPSE OF THE 
PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 

 
The public distribution system was enacted in 1946 by the Soviet Administration in 

North Korea. When Kim Il Sung came to power in 1957, this welfare scheme was extended. The 
public distribution system was an effort to make sure that an appropriate standard of living was 
achieved. It was a well-coordinated system by which the Government of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea was apportioning basic necessities to its citizens. The system was 
divided into three categories, the third category provided the farmers with seeds and sprouts for 
their farm, under the second category all kinds of food items, as well as cloth and housing 

appliances and the first one covered distributions of food grains such as barley, rice, lentils, etc. 6 
 
The era from the 1960s to the 1980s was comparatively successful for the government of 

the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea since they were successful in providing adequate 

food and basic necessities for a living.7 The downfall of the country began after the 1990s when 
the Government decided to adopt a broader approach to manage the economy and welfare of its 
citizens’ side by side, which led to famines all over the peninsula. There were unconfirmed 

reports that this abrupt idea of the government cost a million lives.89 
The United Nations Human Rights Council directed a Commission of Inquiry in 2014 to 

make a report regarding the violations of Human rights in The Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea.10 The said report found out that during the years of famine the resource allocation of the 
government “grossly failed to prioritize the objective of freeing people from hunger and chronic 

                                                
6Fyodor Tertitskiy, Let them eat rice: North Korea’s public distribution system- NK NEWS (Oct. 29, 2015), 
https://www.nknews.org/2015/10/let-them-eat-rice-north-koreas-public-distribution-system/.  
7Stephen Linton- Reframing North Korea’s Human Rights, CRITICAL ASIAN STUDIES (2013), Vol. 45 Issue 4, Pg. 
545.  
8Stephan Haggard and Marcus Noland- Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
PRESS NEW YORK (2007), Pgs.73-76. 
9 Hazel Smith-North Korea: Markets and Military Rule, Pg.148, 2015. 
10Human Rights Council ResolutionA/HRC/RES/22/13, adopted without a vote on 21 March 2013 

https://www.nknews.org/2015/10/let-them-eat-rice-north-koreas-public-distribution-system/
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malnutrition, in particular in times of mass starvation”11. Apart from this the Commission also 
reported that the Government had wrongly distributed “disproportional amounts of resources 
on its military, onthe personality cult of the Supreme Leader, related glorification events and the 

purchase of luxury goods for the elites”12. The committee highlighted that the government 
“grossly ignored the responsibility of its leadership”. Instead of acknowledging its shortfalls, the 
administration chose to maintain a highly collective agricultural system, at a time when floods 

were ravaging the peninsula.13 This increased their dependence on external aid.14 
 
One of the major issues in North Korea is Food Security. According to reports of 

several entities of the United Nations, it was estimated that about “43% of the total population 

was undernourished and suffered from food insecurity”15. That roughly adds up to 11 million 
people. The report also underlined the issue of safe drinking water, basic sanitation facilities and 

the problems in the healthcare system.16The latest human rights issues were highlighted by the 
Korean Institute for National Unification (KINU), a think tank funded by the Government of 
the Republic of Korea. From food shortage to discriminatory food rationing and prioritizing 

military over its citizen, the public was at the receiving end to suffer17. With one of the largest 
standing armies in the world with over 1.2 million people, the country estimates to have spent 
23.8% of its GDP on its military, although the United States has claimed the army being 

untrained and incompetent.18 
However, the clear context about the human rights in The Democratic People’s Republic 

of Korea is far from complete owing to the unavailability of data and other evidence. The 
Peninsula is isolated, not accessible and the administration prevents the collection of any data. 

                                                
11Report of the detailed findings of the Commission of Inquiry on human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL (Feb.07, 2014) A/HRC/25/CRP.1, Pg. 195. 
12Report of the detailed findings of the Commission of Inquiry on human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea , 
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL (Feb.07, 2014) A/HRC/25/CRP.1, Pg. 195 
13Hazel Smith- North Korea: Markets and Military Rule, Pg.246, 2015. 
14 Kim and Chol U- Songun Politics of Kim Jong Il- PYONGYANG: FOREIGN LANGUAGES PUBLISHING 
HOUSE (2008), Pg. 10. 
15Anonymous, WFP DPR Korea Country Brief-WORLD FOOD PROGRAM(Jan. 2019), 
file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/Documents/WFP-0000102744.pdf.  
16 Anonymous-2019 DPR Korea Needs and Priorities- DPRK HUMANITARIAN COUNTRY TEAM (Mar. 2019) Pg. 
3. 
17 Anonymous-White Paper on Human Rights in North Korea- KOREA INSTITUTE FOR NATIONAL 
UNIFICATION (Jul. 2018), Pg. 254-270. 
18Report of the detailed findings of the Commission of Inquiry on human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea , 
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL (Feb.07, 2014) A/HRC/25/CRP.1, Pg. 194. 

file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/Documents/WFP-0000102744.pdf
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V.DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN 
 

Women in The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea are considered to be ‘flowers’. In 
reality, the picture is far from what they say. Women are downplayed, undermined and exploited. 
Cases of sexual violence against women have only increased in the country. There are 
unconfirmed reports that it is the officials of the government themselves are the perpetrators of 
sexual violence. Women Prisoners have to undergo strip searches which goes beyond the morals 
of human standards. Women are victims of human trafficking. Owing to poor living conditions, 
some women cross the border illegally and migrate to China. However, as the Chinese 
government facilitates the return of these migrants, these women have to undergo torture in 
detention centres.  

Forced abortions are common in the detention centres of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea and evidence has been produced regarding the same. It does happen 
sometimes that the women who have repatriated from China are pregnant. These ladies are 
punished for being pregnant and forced to undergo an abortion. The administration defends this 
policy to maintain a pure Korean ethnicity and a penalty for trying to flee to China. 

If repatriated women are found to be pregnant in their final months, they are not forced 

to terminate their pregnancy.19 Instead, the authorities kill the baby the moment it takes birth.20 
Mass infanticide of both genders is reported in the North Korean detention centres. One such 
method adopted by the authorities is by putting the baby upside down on its belly, suffocating it 

to death.21 The government defends it as an act of national security to maintain a strict Korean 

ethnicity.22 
Forced Marriage and Domestic Violent is prominent in the Peninsula. Apart from this, 

there is evident discrimination in political participation. The Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea made its stance clear through its Socialist constitution which provides all conditions for 

                                                
19Jina Yang- Women’s Rights in the DPRK: Discrepancies Between International and Domestic Legal Instruments in Promoting 
Women’s Rights and the Reality Reflected by North Korean Defectors- CORNELL INTERNATIONAL LAW JOURNAL 
(2018) Vol. 51 Art. 6 Pg.13. 
20Rachael Denhollander, North Korea Shock: Newborn Infants Are Murdered While Mothers Forced to Watch, LIFENEWS 
(Feb.19, 2014), http://www.lifenews.com/2014/ 02/19/north-korea-shock-newborn-infants-are-murdered-while-
mothers-forced-to-watch/.  
21Rachael Denhollander, North Korea Shock: Newborn Infants Are Murdered While Mothers Forced to Watch, LIFENEWS 
(Feb.19, 2014), http://www.lifenews.com/2014/ 02/19/north-korea-shock-newborn-infants-are-murdered-while-
mothers-forced-to-watch/. 
22 DATABASE CENTRE FOR NORTH KOREAN HUMAN RIGHTS’- Database Centre for North Korean Human 
Rights Submission to the CEDAW Committee for its 68th Session, Pg. 3.B. 
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women to play a supportive role in the society, as all men above the age of seventeen have to 

contest elections.23 

VI.FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS- CONDITIONS 
APPLIED 

 
In absence of Rule of Law from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, there is no 

law framed against corrupt officials to protect its citizens. By adapting to this formula the 
administration has been violating the fundamental principle of democracy, giving unprecedented 
powers to its officials. 

According to Article 242 of the Criminal Code,  

A person takes a bribe [sic] of a large amount shall be committed to disciplining 
through labor of less than one year. In case where he or she takes a bribe of an extremely large 
amount, reform through labor of less than five years shall be applicable. In case of grave offence 
reform through labor of more than five years but less than ten years shall be applicable.24 

This serves the ulterior interests of the State to retain a degree of legal ambiguity and 
immiserating those who work with the informal sector. The activities which are necessary for 
acquiring a basic standard of living- communication across the border, asking for employment, 
travelling across the border, asking for or purchasing the goods outside the country, engaging in 
commercials have all been brought under the ambit of Criminal Law, thereby making its citizens 
vulnerable to extortion by the administration. The right to liberty, freedom and movement seems 
to be a competition in the peninsula. It isthe ability to prove who can pay better to the State 

officials who act as brokers.25The OHCRC interviewed one of the escapees who described the 
horror,  

                                                
23 Choi Sun-Young et. Al-  The UN Universal Periodic Review and the DPRK: Monitoring of North Korea’s Implementation of 
Its Recommendations, Pg. 56-57 (The Database Center for North Korean Human Rights, 2017). 
24The Criminal Law of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (2009) Art.242. 
25 Angela Barkhouse, Hugo Hoyland and Marc Limon, Corruption: a human rights impact assessment, UNIVERSAL 
RIGHTS GROUP (2018), https://www.universal-rights.org/fr/urg-policy-reports/corruption-human-rights-
impact-assessment/ 
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In North Korea, it is common that a person experiences unfair treatment. It depends 
on whether one has money or not. Money causes discrimination. Not paying a bribe is a 

disadvantage for all matters.26 

There is a price to pay for everything. 
 

A. Right to Work 
 

When citizens are guaranteed Right to Work, it means they can be employed or ask for 
employment to earn a decent income and a standard of living. According to Article 4 of the 
Labor Code of Democratic People’s Republic of Korea: 

Under socialism, every citizen is in duty bound to participate in labor. All able-bodied 
citizens take part in social labor according to their abilities.” Article 10 of the code adds, “In 
accordance with the policy of unified and detailed planning, the State organizes social labor in a 

planned and efficient way in all areas of the national economy.27 

However, the truth is far from reality. The country faced an economic collapse in the 
1990s. Since then it has failed to generate jobs and pay off the salaries of the current employees. 
Finding employment in government offices is impossible, compelling the citizens to work 
outside of the State system, with the informal sector. Employment in the informal sector is also 
based on the person who would pay the maximum bribe and surpass the State official. This adds 
to the financial struggle to the already cash-strapped society. It is reported that from 1996-2007, 

40.7% of the total household expenditure was spent on bribes.28 
Unpaid Labor involving agriculture or construction work is also prevalent in the country. 

Recognized at all levels, unpaid labour work ranges from some hours a day to few months or 

years29. Citizens can avoid this work by paying a huge bribe to the State officials and if they 
refuse to do either they are sent to Labor training camps, nothing worse than a detention 

centre.30 

                                                
26KOR/18/0035. 
27 The Socialist Labour Law of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea- Adopted at the Second Session of the Sixth 
Supreme People’s Assembly (18 April 1978) 
28 Bryan Harris, Byung-Yeon Kim-Unveiling the North Korean Economy: Collapse and Transition, FINANCIAL TIMES (Sep. 
04, 2017), https://www.ft.com/content/2de06fec-8d6a-11e7-9084-d0c17942ba93  
29Anonymous, Persuasive, Punitive and Predetermined: Understanding Modern Slavery in North Korea, WALK FREE 
FOUNDATION (2017), https://cdn.walkfreefoundation.org/content/uploads/2018/11/30153221/North-Korea-
Report. pdf  

30KOR/18/0049 
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B. Right to Freedom of Movement 
 

The government guarantees no employment, thereby forcing its citizens to chalk out new 
ways to earn a basic standard of living. Travelling across the border and throughout the country 
is of paramount importance. The administration barely allows that. There are plenty of others 
who attempt to cross the border to escape their economic hardship and start their life afresh. 
Movements which fall under this category are also penalized, until offering a bribe. Women who 
cross borders are exposed to torture like rape, assault and sometimes murder. 

According to Article 75 of the Constitution of the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea, “Citizens shall have freedom of residence and travel”.31 However, in reality, travelling 
within the country mandatesa pass to be issued by the local authorities, which is then verified by 
state officials at multiple checkpoints between provinces. The OHCHR interviewed one of the 
escapees who narrated: 

On the road, there are so many checkpoints that are under Ministry of State Security 
(MSS) authority. The checkpoints are manned by officers in uniform, who can run surveillance 
on anyone. They are supposed to identify spies. In this capacity, they essentially have the power 

to control and check cars and luggage, and only by paying money is it possible to pass.32 

 

C. Right to Liberty 
 

As mentioned in this research paper, freedom of movement and right to work is 
restricted and when voices are raised against it, they are arrested and have to face prosecution. 
Citizens in North Korea fear that they could be arrested anytime. This fear is natural since the 
administration detains its citizens from almost everything. The citizens already suffer from a 
highly inflated economy, no employment, a poor distribution system, on top of that when they 
are asked to pay bribes it only adds to the human right violations prevalent in the Peninsula. 

Citizens are not offered proper legal representation, the judiciary is not independent, 
cases go on for years, the list of violations could go on. In these years of prison, they face 
abusive officials and have to go through extreme torture and suffering. They are compelled to do 

labour work. 3334 

                                                
31Socialist Constitution of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (2019), Art. 75. 
32KOR/18/0029 
33 Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Promoting accountability in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (Mar. 07, 2019), A/HRC/40/36, Pg. 7. 
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The true picture is people struggle to afford their basic amenities, there is a fear of 
arbitrary detention amongst the citizens.  The OHCHR confronted the escapees in an interview 
who revealed that “Communication across border, possessing foreign goods, movement across 
border, trying to access information- are all acts which could lead to imprisonment, with the 

release depending not on the rule of law but the ability to pay bribes.”35 

VII.ROLE OF UNITED NATIONS 
 

When the United Nation’s Human Rights’ Council met in 2013, it adopted a resolution 
22/13 to establish a Commission of Inquiry to investigate the violations of Human Rights in The 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. Japan and The European Union sponsored the 
resolution backed by the United States. Since no HRC member was required to submit a vote, 
Russia and China could not block the resolution from being passed leaving North Korea isolated 
without any ally. This was the first time in the history of the United Nations that a resolution to 
create a commission was adopted without any opposition. 

 

The directive issued to the Commission was simple, “to investigate the systematic, 
widespread and grave violations of human rights in the  DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA”36. The mandate underlined nine specific substantive areas which 
were to be looked upon. These include: 

 
1. Torture at Prison Camps. 
2. Arbitrary Arrest and Detention 
3. Discrimination of basic human rights and fundamental freedoms 
4. Right to Food 
5. Freedom of Individual Movement 
6. Freedom of Expression 
7. Enforced Disappearances’ and Abduction of Citizens’ of other states. 
 

                                                                                                                                                  
34 Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(Mar. 08, 2019), A/HRC/40/66, 
35KOR/17/0076. 
36 A/HRC/25/CRP.1, Report of the Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea 
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The directive indicates that the Commission should pursue three broad interconnected 
goals: to study in-depth the human rights violations; to document stories of witnesses and finally 
to ensure accountability for crimes against humanity. 

 
Resulting from the scrutiny and examination of Human Right in North Korea, the 

Report of the Commission of Inquiry commissioned by the United Nation Human Rights 
Council in 2013 is a landmark document addressing almost all the tortures which are being faced 
by its citizens. In unequivocal terms, the report concluded that the Government of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea meticulously violated basic human rights. These include 
right to food, freedom of discrimination, freedom of expression, religion and thought and 

freedom of movement and residence.37 
 
This is not it, the report further claimed that the North Korea government continues to 

torture its citizens by committing crimes which are against morality and had turned its face away 
from its responsibility to protect. Enslavement, Rape, Forced Abortions, Murder, Extermination, 
forcible transfer of population, persecution on political, religious, racial and gender grounds, the 
act of knowingly keeping its people starving and finally the enforced disappearance of citizens 

are some examples which were highlighted by the report.38 
 
In 2014 The United Nation General Assembly passed a resolution 69/188 keeping the 

mind the conclusion of the report. Besides castigating the country for human right abuses, the 
assembly urged the United Nation Security Council to ensure to consult with the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) regarding the gross violations of human rights in  DEMOCRATIC 

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA39. For the first time in the history of the United Nations, 
The Security Council convened with an agenda to address the issue highlighted by the 
Commission of Inquiry. However, the effort went in vain since no resolution was adopted for 

reasons unknown.40 
 

                                                
37 A/HRC/25/CRP.1 
38 King, Robert R. (February 21, 2019). "Fifth Anniversary of the Landmark Report of the UN Commission of Inquiry on 
North Korean Human Rights" 
39 Gopalan Balagopal, General Assembly decides to refer UN report on human rights in DPR Korea to Security Council- UN 
NEWS (Dec. 18, 2014), https://news.un.org/en/story/2014/12/486742-general-assembly-decides-refer-un-report-
human-rights-dpr-korea-security.  
40 Somini Sengupta, United Nations Security Council Examines North Korea’s Human Rights- THE NEW YORK TIMES 
(Dec.22, 2014), https://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/23/world/asia/united-nations-security-council-examines-
north-koreas-human-rights.html.  

https://news.un.org/en/story/2014/12/486742-general-assembly-decides-refer-un-report-human-rights-dpr-korea-security
https://news.un.org/en/story/2014/12/486742-general-assembly-decides-refer-un-report-human-rights-dpr-korea-security
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/23/world/asia/united-nations-security-council-examines-north-koreas-human-rights.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/23/world/asia/united-nations-security-council-examines-north-koreas-human-rights.html
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In 2004, The United Nation Commission on Human Rights, the precursor of the Human 
Rights Council set a procedure to appoint a Special Rapporteur, which would report the situation 
of Human Rights in North Korea annually. It was not strange that the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea government refused to cooperate with the resolution adopted by the 
Commission. Besides that, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea became the first member 
state in 2009 to reject all 167 recommendations of the Universal Periodic Review (A review on 
Human Rights conducted by the Human Rights Commission on all UN Member States). Not 
only the Special Rapporteur but also the United Nations Human Rights Commissioner reviled 
the mass infringement of human rights while the latter revealing that the situat 

 

ion in the  Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is “the worst in the whole world”41 

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has/had affirmed to ratify five treaties on 
Human Rights. These include the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR), the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Convention of the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (CRPD). However, the state report which should be sent annually is over a 
decade due. 

 
Global Leadership has continued to urge The Democratic People’s Republic Of Korea 

Government to cooperate with no conditions with the United Nations’ Human Rights’ 
Mechanisms and to acknowledge and work on the dangers highlighted by the 2014 United 
Nation Commission of Inquiry (UNCOI) which concluded in absolute terms that the 
government of The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea commits crimes which are against 
humanity. 

 
For the fourth consecutive year, on December 11th 2017 the secretariat of the United 

Nations’ Security Council had listed Gross Abuse of Human Rights in North Korea as a danger 

to international peace and security on its formal agenda42. A resolution without vote was 
endorsed to denounce the violation of human rights in the  Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea by the United Nation General Assembly in December 2017.43 Next year on March 23rd, 

                                                
41 Steven Erangler, U.N. Panel to Investigate Human Rights Abuses in North Korea- THE NEW YORK TIMES (Mar. 21, 
2003), https://web.archive.org/web/20140311114216/http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/22/world/europe/un-
panel-to-investigate-human-rights-abuses-in-north-korea.html.  
42 Security Council Resolution SC/13115, Briefings on Humanitarian Situation in Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (Dec. 
11, 2017), available from https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13115.doc.htm 
43 General Assembly Resolution 62/167, Situation of Human Rights in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (Dec.18, 
2007) available from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly_Resolution_62/167 

https://web.archive.org/web/20140311114216/http:/www.nytimes.com/2013/03/22/world/europe/un-panel-to-investigate-human-rights-abuses-in-north-korea.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20140311114216/http:/www.nytimes.com/2013/03/22/world/europe/un-panel-to-investigate-human-rights-abuses-in-north-korea.html
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the Human Rights Council adopted a resolution stressing the importance of advanced measures 
to ensure accountability of The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea Government officials. 
In November of the same year, a third committee of the United Nation General Assembly 
unanimously endorsed a human rights proposition on the Democratic People’s Republic Of 
Korea, setting the stage for its complete adoption by the United Nation General Assembly in 

December44. This completes the 14th year of the United Nations’ asking the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea government to improve its human rights violation record. 

 
The United States suggested that “human right abuses in North Korea” should be added 

to permanent UNSC agenda, to make it a point of discussion. Chinese protested against this 
proposal. Russia, Angola and Venezuela seconded Chinas’ protest. These countries simply 
asserted that human rights should not be something to be discussed at the UNSC. China called 

for a procedural vote regarding the same but the vote was defeated.45 
 
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea administration has simply repudiated to 

comply with the Seoul, Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights or with the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Human Rights Situation in North Korea, Tomas Ojea Quintana. 

VIII.CONCLUSION 
 

Data analysis and Witness Accounts highlighted in this research constitutes sufficient 
cause to believe that the government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is 
continuing to violate the basic human rights of people and making sure they are deprived of an 
adequate standard of living. The poorly implemented Public Food Distribution System signifies 
that the State cannot afford to provide basic necessities including housing and food. The 
fulfilment to make its army and warfare strong the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
administration overlooked the needs of its citizens leaving them vulnerable and helpless. 

 
It is important to highlight that the Government has taken no legislative measure to 

protect the basic necessities of its people. In simpler words, there is no other system other than 
the Public Food Distribution System, which was a failure. Since the government prohibits any 

                                                
44 John Fisher, Dispatches: Human Rights Council Brings North Korea One Step Closer to Justice- HUMAN RIGHTS 
WATCH (Mar. 24, 2016), https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/03/24/dispatches-human-rights-council-brings-north-
korea-one-step-closer-justice.  
45 Jack Hands, The Global Politics of Human Rights in North Korea- THE DIPLOMAT (Dec.18, 2015), 
https://thediplomat.com/2015/12/the-global-politics-of-human-rights-in-north-korea/.  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/03/24/dispatches-human-rights-council-brings-north-korea-one-step-closer-justice
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/03/24/dispatches-human-rights-council-brings-north-korea-one-step-closer-justice
https://thediplomat.com/2015/12/the-global-politics-of-human-rights-in-north-korea/
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market activity, people tend to work in the grey area, to fulfil the demands of their families, 
leaving them open to the threat of arrest or detention. This further leads to violations of human 
rights since they are denied due process of law. The detainees face inhumane treatment, 
sometimes even torture during interrogation. 

 
The threat to arrest and detain anyone without a warrant provides the State officials with 

an opportunity to extort money. Eventually, only those who can pay off are the ones who 
survive. 

 
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea administration should continue to 

document information on human rights and, most significantly, embrace and work on this 
information for successful strategies that might offer support overtime to those within the 
country who are inclined to change. This will entail the participation of a wide range of actors — 
governments, international organizations, NGOs and civil society. The main aim would be to 
pierce the knowledge wall around North Korea by the use of social media and other emerging 
technologies to make North Koreans completely aware of the outside world and the benefits of 
political and economic change. 
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