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ABSTRACT 

                  
           Violence against women is the major social problem across the globe. It stands as the barrier for women in various 
ways because of which they are not able to contribute or participate in social, economic, and political spheres. Violence against 
women is any physical, emotional, sexual and psychological harm or suffering which is an act of gender based violence 
including threats, coercion whether occurring in public or private life. Violence like rape, sexual harassment, acid attack, 
dowry deaths are increasing in an alarming rate. The intimate partners are the main accused in majority of the cases. Any 
kind of violence is violation of human rights. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Violence against women comprises of sexual, physical, psychological, abuse and assault. 

The health of the affected women gets worsen after such incident. It affects the women’s health 

in a negative manner. Research says that 1 out of 5 women face violence atleast in one stage of 

her life span. Violence is a part of gender inequality. There is a myth in society that men are 

usually stronger than women so some of them use this as an advantage and uses the force on 

women. It includes rape, sexual harassment, forced prostitution, dowry death, sexual abuse, acid 

attack, stalking. UN defines Violence against women as any act, coercion or threat which results 

in sexual, physical or psychological harm to women1.Globally out of all the reported murder case 

of women it is been found that around 38% of the murder are been committed by the intimate 

partner. States in India which has reported the maximum no. of case on violence against women 

in last year are Maharashtra (37144 cases), Uttar Pradesh (59853), Rajasthan (41550), West 

Bengal (30394), Assam (30025).India has reported 4,05,861 cases on 2019 which was against 

women that shot up by 7 percent when compared to 20182.If women are treated equally with all 

the opportunities and rights the population of women should be of 50% of 136 crores. But is 

that the situation? Only 48% of the population constitutes of women. Of the remaining some 

are never born, some die because of Malnutrition, killing of girl child. Violence is not only 

against adolescent or old women but it starts even before a girl child is born in some cases. 

 

 

II. RAPE 
 

Involving in a sexual intercourse without the consent of the opposite party or by using 

some coercion force on them. India reports 88 cases per day on accordance with rape which is 

vigorously increasing day by day. Marital rape being an exception to rape there are lots of 

controversies going on about it. India has some provisions under IPC which includes the 

                                                             
1Violence against women- WHO https://www.who.int/health-topics/violence-against-women#tab=tab_1 
2Rethu Ravi, 87 Rapes reported daily, 7% rise in crimes against women in 2019: NCRB data, The Logical 

Indian Crew,30 September 2020 
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definitions, exceptions and punishment, Criminal Procedure Code, Indian Evidence Act and 

Protection of children from sexual offences act. Rape affects a women in various prospective 

such as unexpected pregnancy, becoming a victim of HIV, gets badly injured more the physical 

pain the mental pressure or trauma is terrible. NCRB reports that India is filing case on rape in 

alarming rate day to day3. 

 

Table on Number of cases reported in India is last few years: 

 

YEAR NO. OF CASES  

1. 2013 33707 

2. 2014 36735 

3. 2015 34651 

4. 2016 38947 

5. 2017 32559 

6. 2018 33356 

7. 2019 32033 

 

 

 

III. DOWRY DEATH 
 

 Dowry is a practice in which transfer of property, money or gift is done from 

bride’s family to bridegroom’s family. When any women suffer from cruelty or any sort of 

harassment by her husband or any relative of her husband in connection with dowry which leads 

to the death of the women within 7 years of marriage, such death is known as dowry death 

which is defined under section 304 B of the Indian Penal Code4.Such offences are punished with 

imprisonment which shall not be less than 7 years but which may extend to life imprisonment 

death. Although we do have law prohibiting dowry we may still notice such practices in our day 

                                                             
3India sees 88 rape cases a day conviction rate below 30%, Times of India, October 7,2020 
4Indian Penal Code,1860, Section 304B (19TH Nov,1986) 



  
   

LA  

SENATUS SCRIPTORS 
LAW JOURNAL 
VOLUME 3: ISSUE 1   

December-February, 2021                                    (O)ISSN 2582 6638 

 
 

 
 

www.lasenatusscriptors.com  

P
ag

e
5

 

to day life irrespective of class or caste. National Crime Records Bureau(NCRB) recorded 4668  

cases in 1995,6787 in 2005 and 7634 in 2015 the number of cases kept on increasing and is still 

increasing in an alarming rate. On average 21 cases are been filed in accordance to dowry death 

on everyday basis in India. Eventhough chargesheet is filed for majority of the cases, only one 

third results in conviction. 

 

IV. HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
 

UNODC says, human trafficking involves recruitment, transportation, transfer, 

harboring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of 

coercion/deception, for the purpose of exploitation5.The women are trafficked for the purposes 

like prostitution, slavery, organ removal, servitude. Consent of the affected party remains 

immaterial in this case. The root for human trafficking is because of the poverty, migration, 

involvement of international organized criminal groups or networks. Significant efforts are taken 

up by Indian government to reduce the rate of human trafficking. In 2019 Mumbai and Kolkata 

had the highest number of cases according to NCRB. A report says that around 16 million 

women in India are victims of sex trafficking which constitute of 70% of women who are 

illiterate and 50% are of below poverty line. Some of the legal provisions that India has regarding 

human trafficking are sec 370 and sec 370(A) of Indian penal code which speaks about what 

human trafficking is and the exploitation of a trafficked person. Sec 371 talks about habitual 

dealing in slaves, Sec 372:selling minor for the purpose of prostitution, Sec 373:Buying minor for 

the purpose of prostitution, Sec 37:Unlawful compulsory labour\.And also Article 23(1) of Indian 

constitution prohibits human trafficking and forced labour 6. 

 

 

                                                             
5https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/Human-Trafficking.html 
6Indian Penal Code, 1860 Sec 370, Sec 370A {Criminal Law (amendment) Act, 2013} Sec 371, Sec 372, Sec 

373 
http://www.bareactslive.com/ACA/ACT225.HTM 
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V. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TACKLING 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

 

A. EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT  
 

Education plays a vital role in bring up awareness and the steps that should be taken 

when a crime occurs. Improving the quality of education helps to develop the opportunities 

among the youth which makes them self-reliant and independent. 

 
B. MORAL AND RELIGIOUS VALUE 

 

The children should be inherited with some good manner and moral values from their 

infant ages by their parents, teachers and relatives. The character which is been build up by an 

infant is the one which makes them as a responsible citizen in upcoming ages. Good family 

support greatly improves the prognosis. 

 

C. LAW ENFORCEMENT  
 

Law enforcement should be effective and accountable. As laws are the one which 

prohibits the crime and punishes the accused it should be strict with rigorous punishments so 

that the same crime is not repeated by any of them. 

 

 

 

D. CONTROL ON MEDIA 
 

Pornography should be banned strictly as it leads to many crimes. As it was reported that 

63% of the youth are having access to porn which is hazardous for the society and for them too. 

So the pornography should be banned. Good themes, which condemn violence and glorify 

rehabilitation of the victim, should be projected. 
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E. AGENTS OF CHANGE:BOYS AND YOUNG 
MAN  

 

 Violence can be terminated only when the gender inequality comes to an end. Engaging 

young men and boys as the agent to change that is who supports and help for equality. Bring 

awareness among all is crucial but has a vital role. 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 
 

       India being the 2nd most populated country with 48% of population as women 

reports 4,05,861 cases in 2019 .The pandemic situation i.e. the lockdown due to Covid-19 has 

been a major dark days for 13000 women across India for a period from March to September 

2020 who suffered from domestic violence. Numbers of cases were at peak on the month of July 

with 2914 cases. Stopping gender-motivated killings requires a multifaceted approach including 

legal, administrative, policy and other measures to address the social, political, economic, cultural 

and other factors that perpetuate discrimination and violence…Every women should be 

respected, protected, should be fulfilled with the women’s rights ,should not be discriminated 

because of the gender in any field. All these changes that we expect in the society should be 

initiated from every household. This could probably and possibly brings a positive change in the 

human mentality and the society as well.  
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