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THE HONOR IN HONOR KILLING 
IS A MYTH THAT CONCEALS REALITY 

 
Architi Batra* 

 
ABSTRACT 

Honor Killing is a convenient expression that softens the blow and doesn’t label its advancer as a criminal, but a mere 
protector of its ‘Honor’. Also loosely termed as ‘Customary Killing’ because ‘customs’ is a term that envelopes the attacker in 
a protective bubble from the consequences of its barbaric crime which is basically the extreme abuse of the basic Human Right 
– Right To Life. The mere fact that a woman and her family’s honor is considered to be centered around her Vagina is 
triggering. A woman’s honor holds the central value whereas the men become the sources or active agents of that honor; place 
your bets and the amount right and you could be the one to whom this baton of honor be passed by the family in marriage. In 
most countries, this data is not systematically collected for studies because most of these killings go unreported or are reported 
in the name of suicides or accidents by the families. This is an unholy and tangled web where the killers take pride in what 
they have done, the tribal leaders condone the act and protect the killers and the police connive the cover-up. The article aims 
at highlighting the social as well as the legal and judicial side of the topic that needs to be tackled. It goes on to understand 
the psychology behind the commission of such a heinous crime by one’s own family members. It’s not just the legal vendetta 
that needs to be checked upon, but the social, economic, political and cultural sensitization against the crime is equally 
important. It’s the patriarchal mindsets that need to be challenged before we challenge the bodies that conduct these killings 
proudly.  The paper is divided into 7 parts – Introduction, When Did A Woman’s Sexuality Become The Torchbearer Of 
The Family’s Honor?, International Statistics On Honor Killing Around The Globe, India, Indian Legal Framework, 
How Can We Initiate A Change? and Conclusion.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

Honor Killing is a convenient expression that softens the blow and doesn’t label its advancer as 
a criminal, but a mere protector of its ‘Honor’. Also loosely termed as ‘Customary Killing’ 
because ‘customs’ is a term that envelopes the attacker in a protective bubble from the 
consequences of its barbaric crime which is basically the extreme abuse of the basic Human 
Right – Right To Life and violates every other article in the International Convention on Human 
Rights (1948). The very first recorded instance that can be recalled by historians of this heinous 
crime is of Qays bin Asim; the ancient leader of BanuTamim who was the first to kill his 
children in the name of honor. It is recorded that he murdered all of his daughters to prevent 
them from ever causing him any kind of dishonor. 
 
Honor Killing or Shame Killing1is an intended murder or an act of vengeance against a member 
of the family due to the perpetrators' belief that the victim has brought shame or dishonor upon 
the family, or has violated the principles of a community or a religion.2 This practice targets both 
male and female members of the families that practice this culture but has been recorded to be 
more targeted towards the Female members and thus, Honor Killing is often also described as 
the acts of vengeance, usually death, committed by family members against female family 
members. This loose act of murder has been conveniently put under the umbrella of  ‘Culture 
Crimes’ to seek place within the context for the protection of their own moral grounds which 
makes them honorable instead of criminals.  
 
A woman or a male member can be targeted by her family or other members of the society for 
any of these recognized reasons:- 
 
1. Marrying against the wishes of the family – A young couple who marries on their own terms 

against the wishes of the community or family members. Or the refusal to enter into an 
arranged marriage set by the family members which would bring disgrace if not betrothed. 
 

                                                             
1 United Nations, Press Release SG/SM/7430 WOM/1203, ‘Secretary-General in address to "Women 

2000" special session, ‘Future of planet depends upon women’, 5 June 2000 
2Ethics: Honour Crimes", BBC. 1 January 1970 
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2. For seeking divorce or separating from spouse – In some cultures such as ours, Marriage is 
considered a holy bond to be maintained for not only this life but for the next 7 
reincarnations as well. Thus seeking for divorce or separating is considered to be an act that 
brings shame upon the family in the society. A woman’s desire to seek divorce against the 
wishes of her husband or elders in the family is often seen as an insult towards the man 
because by seeking for a divorce the woman is exposing their marital problems to the public 
bringing dishonor to the family.  

 
3. Having Premarital or Extramarital Sex – The key feature of this crime is the ability to control 

an individual’s choices or behaviour particularly in regard to their sexuality and marital status. 
Therefore, a woman who participates in an act of Premarital Sex is harming the social status 
of the family. The mere allegation or perception that a woman might have indulged in an act 
of having extramarital sex (Adultery) is a trigger sufficient enough to allow an attack on her 
life.  In such honor based cultures, a woman maintains her and her families honor by her 
modesty and thus if a man disrupts this modesty through dating her, or having sex and in 
some cultures to the extremities of merely talking with consent, the members of the family 
consider it their duty to restore this lost honor by practicing violence against the woman, 
thatman and even his family often resulting into mass murders resulting into generations of 
family conflicts.  

 
4. Victim of a Sexual Assault or Rape – Rape victims are outcasted from their societies because 

they have brought disgrace or dishonor to their families. And if the victim becomes 
pregnant, honor killing has been seen as a common practice in many parts of the world.  

 
6. Being part to behaviors that may be deemed inappropriate – Dressing in ways that does not 
please the family members or renouncing faith in religion practiced can also result in Honor 
Killing. In 2008, a woman was killed in Saudi Arabia by her father for "chatting" with a man on 
Facebook. The killing became public only when a Saudi cleric referred to the case, to criticize 
Facebook for the strife it caused.3 Even then it was not the killing that was considered barbaric, 
but it was the social media site Facebook which was considered inappropriate.  
 
7. Homosexuality – Until recently, Homosexuality was a crime in India and still retains to be in 
many parts of the world. Thus the commission of this illegal act easily justifies the society taking 
justice in their own hands and killing an individual who took part in sexual act with another 
person of the same sex. Men have been recorded to be victims of this hate crime more often for 

                                                             
3 Damien McElroy, "Saudi woman killed for chatting on Facebook", 31 March 2008, The Daily Telegraph. 

London 
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this reason. Inappropriate gender expressions such as a male acting or dressing in a "feminine 
way" is also considered reason enough to lead to honor violence.  
 
This form of gender violence that hides in plain sight has a few commonly recognized and 
distinctive features that make this Honor Crime more recognizable. The killings are collective in 
nature i.e. a ‘family council’ is formed and many distinct members of the family come together to 
take out these perpetrators which are seen as disruptors of peace in their in tight-knit 
communities and bring along negative stigmas with them. The violence is not against a woman 
but her autonomy in matters of sexuality and marriage.    
 

A. WHEN DID A WOMAN’S SEXUALITY BECOME THE 
TORCHBEARER OF THE FAMILY’S HONOR? 

 

The mere fact that a woman and her family’s honor is considered to be centered around 
her Vagina is triggering. A woman’s honor holds the central value whereas the men become the 
sources, or active agents of that honor; place your bets and amount right and you could be the 
one to whom this baton of honor be passed by the family in marriage. If god forbid a woman 
decided to take part in an act that could affect her honor, there rises an immediate need for an 
intervention by the family for taking revenge and restoring it so that they can avoid losing their 
status in the community.  

 
This relation between honor and a woman’s sexuality is complicated. And rather it can 

be more rightly put that it is not her sexuality but it’s her self-determination in regards to her life 
and her fertility that alarms the men in the family of their slipping dominant control over them. 
It will be misleading to say that this hate crime is committed only by the male members of the 
family. Women of the family also take part in the crime which could be motivated by their own 
personal beliefs in the ancient mythological ideologies that consider women to be the property 
of men. Woman could also support the crime for protecting other females in the house who 
might be shamed and would not get married because their family’s name became impure.  

 
The Amnesty International noted that, the women on whom the suspicion falls are not 

even give the chance to defend themselves. And the family members seek no other way 
acceptable to protect their honor. 4 

 

                                                             
4 "Broken bodies, shattered minds: Torture and ill-treatment of women", Amnesty International 
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Our society works on some set pragmatic calculations and unsaid norms. It is the men 
who are the seekers of these norms and are to enforce them on their families for protection 
against any shame that may come their way and it is the women’s job to conduct herself in a way 
that is ‘honorable’. When the community and harmony of these societies is harmed by women 
progressing with their lives on their own will, the notion leads to the liberty for committing all 
gender crimes. 

 
But who defines what is ‘Honorable?’ 
 
Former Chief Justice Of India, DipakMisrain a judgment propounded that, ““We don’t 

live in a world in which there exists a single definition of honour anymore, and it’s a fool that 
hangs on to the traditional standards and hopes that the world will come around him.”5 

 
These ‘Traditional Standards’ rest in the rigidity of caste system in India particularly. The 

fear of losing their caste status drives them to do such heinous crimes. But Honor Killings are 
not rooted in just the Indian crime statistics. This relation between female sexuality and honor 
killings is complex and such acts of violence have been recorded for centuries in various parts of 
the world. In Ancient Rome, the Pater families had the right to kill an unmarried sexually active 
daughter or an adulterous wife.In medieval Europe, early Jewish law mandated stoning for an 
adulterous wife and her partner.6 In a 2019 poll across the Arab world, in countries such as as 
Algeria (27%), Morocco (25%), Sudan (14%), Jordan (21%), Tunisia (8%), Lebanon (8%) and 
the Palestinian territory of the West Bank (8%), it was found that honour killings were more 
acceptable than homosexuality.7 In Latin America, these crimes are termed as to "crimes of 
passion" and are treated extremely leniently. 

 
 In Islamic societies, men are considered to be the controllers of their patriarchal 

societies and hold all the reproductive powers. The women had been given the status of merely 
being men producing factory. But in the contemporary world, with fast changing times, the 
cultural and economic status of the women changed. Women in such patriarchal societies when 
gained economic independences and went against the male dominated customs, were targeted by 
these men who wanted to reset their oppressive ways and authority over their women and thus 
we saw a rise of this hate crime known as ‘Honor Killing’ in the society. 

 

                                                             
5 Shakti Vahinivs Union of India (2018) 7 SCC 192 
6 "Historical Context – Origins of Honour Killing / Honour Killing – Worldwide / Honour Killing – In 

Countries with Islamic Law – Preliminary Examination of so-called Honour Killings in Canada", Justice.gc.ca, 24 
September 2013 

7 "Are Arabs turning their backs on religion?" , BBC News, 24th June 2019. 
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These strongly misogynistic views towards women in a traditionally male-dominated 
society where as Suzanne Ruggi writes, "A woman's virginity is the property of the men around 
her, first her father, later a gift for her husband; a virtual dowry as she graduates to marriage." 
Thus they are expected to submit to the male authoritative figures in the family. Absence of 
which results in extreme violence using barbaric methods such as lethal acid attacks, abduction, 
mutilations, stoning, stabbing, beating, burning, beheading, hanging, throat slashing, shooting 
and strangulation.8 

 
 These murders are well planned and often performed in public to become an example 

for other straying individuals of the community. There’s no shame or remorse but instead is a 
warning to the public of the consequences they will face if they engage in such illicit behaviour in 
the future. Not more than often but minor boys and girls are selected to commit the crime so as 
to result in the most favorable legal outcome for the offenders. Other members of the family, 
especially the women are forced to encounter the killings so that they learn a lesson and do not 
participate in any act in future that would bring dishonor to their family. 

 
Thus, ‘Honor Killing’ is a very misleading term that tries to conceal the ritual of a well-

planned murder by the society. It is a well observed pattern across the world that is generated 
from misread and molded conceptions of communities, cultures, religions and nations into a 
range of violence ultimately leading to murder. Coming from long-standing cultural traditions, 
these killings are considered less serious.  

 

B. INTERNATIONAL STATISTICS ON HONOR KILLING 
AROUND THE GLOBE 

 

The practice of Honor Killing is most common in Islamic countries although their 
religion is silent in support of such killings. In Muslim states it more about religion than the 
family honor because more often than not, the killings are conducted by who are not relatives to 
the victims but just the perpetrators of the religion.  

 
In Iraq, such Honor Killings could easily be called as mass murders conducted by armed 

insurgent groups on politically active women who do not follow the rules set by the armed 
groups such as that of a strict dress code and working as a Human Rights defender.9 

 

                                                             
8Maher, Ahmed (20 June 2013), "Many Jordan teenagers 'support honour killings'", bbc.co.uk. 
9 "Kurdistan: Over 6,000 Women Killed in 2014". BasNews 
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In Turkey, especially in the southeastern region, a very subtle way of killing is ‘Forced 
Suicides’.10 

Although these honor killings have been often associated with the Asian continent, 
especially the Middle East and South Asia, they occur all over the world under different 
terminologies.  

 
In Latin cultures, it is termed as ‘Crimes of Passion’ which often acts as a mitigating 

factor in judicial pronouncements on the matter.11 

In Europe in the time period between 1989-2009, 68% of the victims were tortured to 
death and were ‘honorably’ killed.12 

In German courts they call it ‘Honor Defense’ and thus the offender is charged with only 
manslaughter (Culpable Homicide) and not murder.13 

The Napoleon Code i.e. the French civil code did not allow women to murder unfaithful 
husbands, while it permitted the murder of unfaithful women by their husbands.14 This code was 
copied by many Middle Eastern Arab countries and inspired Jordan's Article 340 which permits 
murder of a wife and her lover if caught in the act at the hands of her husband which applies to 
this day.  

 
In most countries this data is not systematically collected for studies because most of 

these killing go unreported or are reported in the name of suicides or accidents by the families. 15 
This is an unholy and tangles web where the killers take pride in what they have done, the tribal 
leaders condone the act and protect the killers and the police connive the cover-up.16 And all of 
this works against the Right To Life of a woman.  

 
Also, Violence against LGBT People ending up in Honor Killings has also been 

observed by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees which says that “claims made 

                                                             
10Mayell, Hillary (12 February 2002), "Thousands of Women Killed for Family "Honor"", National 

Geographic News. National Geographic Society 
11"UNICEF Turkey: Protective Environment for Children; Honour Crimes and Forced Suicides", 

unicef.org.tr. 
12Chesler, Phyllis, 1 March 2010,  "Worldwide Trends in Honor Killings",  Middle East Quarterly 
13Foblets, Marie-Claire; Renteln, Alison Dundes, 16 January 2009,  Multicultural Jurisprudence: 

Comparative Perspectives on the Cultural Defense, Bloomsbury Publishing,  ISBN 978-1-84731-481-9. 
14 "The Civil Code: An Overview", www.napoleon-series.org., Article 324 which was passed in 1810. 

Abolished only in 1975. 
15 "UNICEF Turkey: Protective Environment for Children; Honour Crimes and Forced Suicides". 

unicef.org.tr., 2 December 2013 
16 Culture of Discrimination: A Fact Sheet on "Honor" Killings,  19 February 2011,  Amnestyusa.org. 

http://www.napoleon-series.org/
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by LGBT persons often reveal exposure to physical and sexual violence, extended periods of 
detention, medical abuse, threat of execution and honor killing.”17 

 
We could draw a strong correlation between Honor Killings and Illiteracy rates but that 

would conceal the half-truth. The problem has not been isolated just to the rural areas of the 
world only. According to a poll conducted by BBC, 1 in 10 of the 500 young south Asians 
surveyed said they would condone any murder of someone who threatened their family's 
honor.18 

 
Also the same has been observed in India. In 2014, The Hindu, an English Daily in the 

country tracked 583 rape cases decided by the various district courts in Delhi in the year 2013. 
40% of those cases involved consenting adults who had eloped but their very literate families 
filed rape cases against the men.19 This startling number hides many gender crimes such as 
domestic violence, torture assault by an Individuals’ own family members under the comfortable 
term of ‘Rape’ so that a strict authority can be practiced on such women. This allows the families 
to easily put restrictions on a woman’s liberty in the name of ‘Safety from getting raped’ in this 
patriarchal society. 

 
This global crime has been globally condemned and recognized by various International 

conventions and declarations –  
 
1. The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence 

against women and domestic violence under Article 42 reads about 
Unacceptable justifications for crimes, including crimes committed in the 
name of so-called "honour".  

 
2. The World Health Organization (WHO) addresses Honor Killing as among 

the most tragic consequences and explicit illustrations of embedded, culturally 
accepted discrimination against women and girls. 

 
3. According to The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Honour 

crimes, are one of history's oldest forms of gender-based violence. 
 

                                                             
17 UNHCR Guidance Note on Refugee Claims Relating to Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, II, B. 

para 14. Unhcr.org (21 November 2008) 
18 "One in 10 'backs honor killings'". BBC News, 8 December 2001. 
19 'Honour' crimes in India: An assault on women's autonomy’, aljazeera.com, Kavita Krishnan, 14 Mar 

2018 
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4. Honor Killings are a grave violation of the International Convention on 
Human Rights (1948) which was passed in the UN General Assembly and 185 
countries signed and agreed on it as well as the International Convention of 
Civil and Political Rights (1966) under Article 23, 26 and 27.  

 
5. It also violates every other Article of the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979). 
 

6. The Sub commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights 
(former Sub commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of 
Minorities) addressed crimes of honour in its resolutions 2000/10 and 
2001/13 on traditional practices a harmful traditional practice.  

1. INDIA 
 

The Indian states of Punjab, Haryana, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, 
Himachal Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh record the highest number of Honor Killings. In 
contrast, the states that see a negligible percentage of such hate crimes are the Western states of 
Gujarat and Maharashtra, South Indian states and West Bengal where honor killings ceased 
about a century ago because of the efforts and activism of reformists.  

 
In Rajasthan, among Rajput’s marriage outside your caste can result in honor killing 

because they believe in protecting their culture and tradition under a pure lineage. This increase 
in Honor Killing in Rajasthan led to the presentation of the new bill on 1st August 2019 to tackle 
mob lynching and honour killings. The bills propose that these offences be made non-bailable 
and also impose heavy penalties and punishments including death penalty or life imprisonment, 
in case of honour killings. The bill says that “Whoever causes death of a couple or either of them 
on the basis that marriage of such couple has dishonored, or brought disrepute to, the caste, 
community or family shall be punished with death, or with imprisonment for life, which shall 
mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person's natural life, and with fine which may 
extend to five lakh rupees.” Also, in case of criminal intimidation of a couple, the bill on 
marriage proposes “imprisonment for a term not less than three years but which may extend to 
five years and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to two lakh rupees". The is in the 
interests of protecting individual liberty and preventing victimization, prohibition of unlawful 
assemblies and other conduct interfering with the freedom of matrimonial alliances in the name 
of honour and tradition and for the matters connected therewith. According to the bill, Sub 
Divisional Magistrate or the District Magistrate shall receive any request or information from any 
person or persons seeking protection from any unlawful assembly, or from any other person 
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who is likely to or who have been objecting to any lawful marriage. It says no person or group 
shall assemble at any time with the view or intention to deliberate on or condemn any marriage, 
not prohibited by law, on the basis that such marriage has dishonored the caste or community 
tradition or brought disrepute to all or any of the persons forming part of the assembly or the 
family or the people of the locality concerned. Such gathering shall be treated unlawful and every 
person convening or organizing such assembly, and every member, thereof, participating therein 
directly or indirectly shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term not less than six months, 
but may extend to five years and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to Rs 1 lakh. 
"There has been a spurt in illegal intimidation by self-appointed bodies for bringing pressure 
against 'sagotra' marriages and inter-caste, inter-community and inter-religious marriages between 
two consenting adults in the name of vindicating the honour of the family, caste or community," 
says the objective of the bill. "Although, such intimidation or acts of violence constitute offences 
under the Indian Penal Code, yet, it is necessary to prevent assemblies which take place to 
condemn such alliances as also to punish such acts of violence and criminal intimidation 
severely," it adds. 

 
In 2018, more than 300 Honor Killings were reported20, but as per the 2015 National 

Crime Records Bureau data, most of these killings go unreported or are misreported under 
suicides and murders.  

 
In India the very notion that parents have the right to control who their daughters marry, 

especially the constant surveillance of the caste systems to control the women is the root cause 
of this crime. Not only the women but some of the worst violence is seen towards men of lower 
caste i.e. Dalits if they decide to marry a woman from a more privileged caste. 

 
Political instances have worsened the situation over years in some regions of the country. 

The Tamil Nadu government issued a circular making woman extremely vulnerable to violence 
by making it mandatory for marriages to be registered by parental consent. 

 
On the other hand, political organizations who profess Hindu religion in majority term 

inter-caste marriages as Love-Jihaad. In such cases, the woman do not have to succumb to just 
the pressure and violence of their parents and community, but also of the political forces that 
command power. 

 
The very first landmark Judgement in this subject came in the Manoj–Bablihonour killing 

case21when the Punjab and Haryana High Court on first ever death sentence in this matter to its 

                                                             
20 TimesofIndia.com, Sep 22, 2018 – ‘Honour killings: More than 300 cases in last three years’ 
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five offenders. . Despite having been given police protection on court orders, they were 
kidnapped; their mutilated bodies were found a week later in an irrigation canal. But in 2011, 
after hearing their Special Leave Petition in the Supreme Court, their punishment was lessened 
to just Life imprisonment.  

 
These incidences of Honor Killings highlight the role of KhapPanchayats vividly in 

India. The Khap or Caste panchayats practice undemocratic views of self-governance. According 
to these conservative Khap’s, marriage between people of the same village is incest as they are 
siblings and hence these marriages are not valid. This root backs to the age old systems of Gotra 
and caste which says that 2 person of the same Gotra and 2 persons of different Castes cannot 
marry each other. And the abolishment of the Khap system is only possible when a formal 
governance reaches the rural areas of this country.  

 
The Supreme Court in 2011 declared KhapPanchayats illegal because they often decree 

or encourage "Honour killings". Led by a bench of Justice MarkandeyKatju and Justice 
GyanSudha Mishra22 it was stated that “there is nothing Honorable about Honour killings or other 
atrocities and, in fact, it is nothing but barbaric and shameful murder.” 

 
“16. We have in recent years heard of `KhapPanchayats' (known as kattapanchayats in Tamil Nadu) 

which often decree or encourage honour killings or other atrocities in an institutionalized way on boys and girls of 
different castes and religion, who wish to get married or have been married, or interfere with the personal lives of 
people. We are of the opinion that this is wholly illegal and has to be ruthlessly stamped out. As already stated in 
Lata Singh's case (supra), there is nothing honourable in honour killing or other atrocities and, in fact, it is 
nothing but barbaric and shameful murder. Other atrocities in respect of personal lives of people committed by 
brutal, feudal minded persons deserve harsh punishment. Only in this way can we stamp out such acts of  
barbarism and feudal mentality. Moreover, these acts take the law into their own hands, and amount to kangaroo 
courts, which are wholly illegal.” 

 
A positive step has been taken towards the same after 2018, when the Supreme Court 

through a three judge bench comprising of Chief Justice DipakMisra and Justices AM 
Khanwilkar and DY Chandrachud23 thrashed the workings of  KhapPanchayat and gave reforms: 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
21 Smt. Chandrapativs State Of Haryana And Others AIR 2011 6 SCC 396 
22Judgement on "CASTE ATROCITIES & HONOUR KILLING", 2011 STPL(Web) 403 SC, 

ArumugamServai Vs. State of Tamil Nadu, Paragraph 16. 
23 Supra 5 
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“7. Sometimes these Panchayats have the nomenclature of KhapPanchayats which have cultivated and 
nurtured the feeling amongst themselves that their duty is sanctified and their action of punishing the hapless 
victims is inviolable. The meetings of the collective and the discussions in the congregation reflect the level of passion 
at the highest. It is set forth that the extra-constitutional bodies which engage in feudalistic activities have no 
compunction to commit such crimes which are offences under the Indian Penal Code. It is because their violent acts 
have not been taken cognizance of by the police and their functioning is not seriously questioned by the 
administration. The constitutional provisions are shown scant regard and human dignity is treated at the lowest 
melting point by this collective. Article 21 which provides for protection of life and liberty and guards basic human 
rights and equality of status has been unceremoniously shown the exit by the actions of these Panchayats or the 
groups who, without the slightest pangs of conscience, subscribe to honour killing. 

 
23. The Caste councils or Panchayats popularly known as ‘KhapPanchayats’ try to adopt the chosen 

course of ‘moral vigilantism’ and enforce their diktats by Quoted in AnverEmon’s Article on Honour Killings 
assuming to themselves the role of social or community guardians. 

 
47. The 'KhapPanchayats' or such assembly should not take the law into their hands and further cannot 

assume the character of the law implementing agency, for that authority has not been conferred upon them under 
any law. Law has to be allowed to sustain by the law enforcement agencies. For example, when a crime under IPC 
is committed, an assembly of people cannot impose the punishment. They have no authority. They are entitled to 
lodge an FIR or inform the police. They may also facilitate so that the accused is dealt with in accordance with 
law. But, by putting forth a stand that they are spreading awareness, they really can neither affect others' 
fundamental rights nor cover up their own illegal acts. It is simply not permissible. In fact, it has to be condemned 
as an act abhorrent to law and, therefore, it has to stop. Their activities are to be stopped in entirety. There is no 
other alternative. What is illegal cannot commend recognition or acceptance. Any attempt by KhapPanchayats or 
any other assembly to scuttle or prevent two consenting adults from marrying is absolutely "illegal" "When two 
adults consensually choose each other as life partners, it is a manifestation of their choice which is recognized under 
Articles 19 and 21 of the Constitution". 

 
In the same case, guidelines have also been laid down to stop the workings of 

KhapPanchayat in our country – 
 
1. All the governments should find out districts, villages where incidents of 

honour killing have been reported in the past. 
 
2. The governments should also identify villages with the presence of 

KhapPanchayats in the last five years. 
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3. Advisories must be issued to the superintendents of police and the police 
departments by the home department of the concerned states in order to be 
extra vigilant when an inter-caste marriage under their jurisdiction occurs. 

 
4. If any harm is caused to the couple or their family members, the Khap will be 

criminally liable. 
 

5. The police must inform Panchayats that holding Khap meetings is illegal. 
 

6. To prevent meetings of Khap, police will invoke provisions of law, invoking 
prohibitory orders under section 144 of the Code Of Criminal Procedure. 

 
7. Police can also arrest participants of Khap assembly under Section 151 CRPC, if 

needed. 
 

2. INDIAN LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
 

Apart from a few judicial pronouncements, the very recent bill proposed in the Rajasthan 
Assembly, a bill that was proposed in the Monsoon Session of Parliament July 2010 to provide 
for deterrent punishment for 'honor' killings after being alarmed by its increasing number, no law 
has yet been enacted and brought to power in our country to curb this menace.  

 
In 1990 the National Commission for Women had also set up a statutory body to look 

into this issue. This newly set up body functioned efficiently and reviewed constitutional, legal 
and other provisions that hindered the path of curbing this menace. The NCW's activism has 
contributed significantly towards the reduction of Honour killings in rural areas of North India 

Legal framework of a country decided whether it encourages honor killing or not. 
Leniency towards such killing and criminalization of other behaviors leads up to laws acting in a 
way which do not protect us but on the other hand provides oxygen to the already burning fire. 

 
 Today, in 2019 if a person seeks protection or justice from any act that could lead up to 

Honor Killing or which has already taken place, can be adjusted under the ambit of the following 
few laws: 

 
1. Article 21 - Right to Life and Personal Liberty. It is the most fundamental of all 

fundamental rights and considers Honor killings as a violation of this basic right. 
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2. Article 15 - Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex 
place of birth or any of them. 

 
3. Article 14 – Right to Equality and that the state shall not deny to any person equality 

before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India. 
 

4. Section 299-304 – As so far there is no specific law; such killings are considered 
under the general categories of homicide or manslaughter which penalizes any person 
guilty of murder and culpable homicide not amounting to murder with the 
punishment of life sentence or death and fine. 

 
5. Section 307 & 308 - Penalizes attempt to murder and Culpable Homicide 

respectively. 
 

6. Section 120A & 120B - Penalizes any person who is a party to a criminal conspiracy. 
 

7. Section 106 & 107 – For abetting an offence of Murder or Manslaughter. 
 

8. Section 34 – For committing a criminal act done by several persons in furtherance of 
a common intention. 

 

C. HOW CAN WE INITIATE A CHANGE? 
 

Till the time we do not spread to the grass root level to initiate a change, no progress is 
going to be made. It is those who consider these killing as the route of gaining honour need to 
be taught better. This aggravated form of offense needs a strong backing by law to ensure work 
as fear amongst its offenders. Deterrence should be created against such barbaric crimes. 

 
Section 300 of the Indian Penal Code, 1862 must be amended to incorporate a new a 

new definition of ‘Murder’ in the form of ‘Honour Killing’. Similar to Section 304B, Dowry 
Death which has been given its own separate space, Honor Killing should also be incorporated 
in the IPC. 

 
Joint Liability should be introduced in such cases where the order comes from one place 

and the crime is committed by another, but both the parties are equally responsible towards the 
committal of such crime. 
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For such killing the burden of proof must be shifted towards the family members by 
making changes in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872.  

 
When you weaponize manners, you are left with something they call “Honor”.  

KhapPanchayats must be dissolved and as soon as they lose their power, we curb the matter to 
an extent. 

There is a special need to get away with the law under the Special Marriage Act which 
requires inter-religion couples to publicly announce their marriage plans a month before the 
wedding. This waiting period gives sufficient time to families, political groups and other 
members of the society to practice organized violence against the couple. Inter-caste and inter-
religious marriages should be encouraged to strengthen the social fabric of society instead of 
being publicized as a mistake that no one else should dare to make in the future. 

 
Fast track courts must be set up along with a new Police department that protects these 

people and help them get their justice instead of themselves succumbing to political and 
monetary powers in the society. Along with it safe houses should be constructed for the 
protection of such couples whether married or not.  

 
In this 21st century, there’s no better key to understanding and making people understand 

than giving them the gift of knowledge. Science beats every inconsiderable and backwards 
misconception of Gotra and culture that holds no value in real life.  

 
It is our duty to build up possibilities and opportunities that helps, provides support and 

aid to people stuck in these situations. 

II. CONCLUSION 
 

It is unjustified to call cold bloodied murders of young people as honour killing.24 This is 
not a matter of honor but of the ego of our patriarchal society that cannot accept the blow that 
the women in their lives can be financially and mentally independent to live their lives on their 
own will. This messed up society is blindfolded by their age old traditions in front of which no 
ground of Humanity stands tall. It’s a society where people are better off killing each other 
instead of letting someone live their life on their own choices. The mere perception that a 
woman has behaved in a way that "dishonors" her family is sufficient to trigger an attack on her 

                                                             
24BhagwanDass v. State (NCT of Delhi) (2011) 6 SCC 396 
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life.25 Honor Killing is a way for men to ensure that their dominance does not get transferred in 
hands of the other gender.  

 
The caste system is a curse on the nation and the sooner it is destroyed the better.  There 

is nothing honorable in such killings, and in fact they are nothing but barbaric and shameful acts 
of murder committed by brutal, feudal-minded persons who deserve harsh punishment. Only in 
this way can we stamp out such acts of barbarism.26 

 
The concept of ownership and the consideration of women as the property of the males 

in their family which sets the mind to believe that they can be exchanged bought and sold leads 
to this shameful act being conducted so proudly in our Patriarchal societies. The eradication of 
honor killing requires a serious intervention in the status quo. It’s not just the legal vendetta that 
needs to be checked upon, but the social, economic, political and cultural sensitization against 
the crime is equally important. It’s the patriarchal mindsets that need to be challenged before we 
challenge the bodies that conduct these killings proudly.  

 
The verdict is out: This society is out of order because I fail to find the Honor in Honor 

Killing. When you honor is calculated on the basis of how much you can control the women in 
your life, it becomes an Honor ‘Crime’ and not Honorable. 

.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                             
25 "Violence against Women" and "Honor Crimes",  April 6, 2000 
26Lata Singh vs State of UP 2006 
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