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           ABSTRACT 

Our country India is blessed with an astonishing demographic dividend, youthful and dynamic population 

aged between 15-59 years and expected to reach 65% from 62.5% by 2036. It is necessary to nurture this young talent for 

holistic development of our nation. Education is a powerful weapon for advancement of human beings, to realize its full potential. 

But what if the same fails to capture what it is aimed at? One must take glance at the education system. It is seen that there is a 

greater need of restructuring the current education system taking into consideration nitty-gritty and nuances of all the aspects. My 

research article reflects the status quo of the present education system and highlights the need for restructuring as well as providing 

some thoughtful analysis pertaining to the education sector. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

For me, education is the synthesis of 3 components: Information, Knowledge and 

Wisdom. Information, when it is accreting with clarity and thoughtfulness, it becomes knowledge. 

Knowledge, when it is accentuating with understanding, it becomes wisdom. Wise people always 

opt for wisdom. 

Education is the prime concern and imperative for any nation’s development. It 

flourishes economic growth, enriches industrial development, sustains better livelihood, promotes 

employment opportunities, enhances productivity and thus overall contributes to the sustainable 

development of nation. Since British Era to now India has been witnessing consistent educational 

reforms. Though British left India in 1947, various educational reformist contributed heavily in 

reviving sector and to pursue their goal of progressive and prosperous India. 

 

A. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 

At pre independence, the 1st Indian education council was formulated on 1904,by 

Governor General.1At that time, examination was one of the mediums for means of elimination so 

                                                             
1Bipan Chandra, History of Modern India 123-124, 2009. 
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that deserving candidates could find his/her esteemed place, rightfully. Before that, missionaries 

supported the spread of education. Baptist missionary ofWilliams Carey came to it India in 1793 

and by 1800 there was a Baptist Mission in Serampore, Bengal. The Charter Act of 1813 was a first 

step towards education being made an objective of government, sanctioned a sum of Rs. 1 lakh 

crore towards education of Indians in British ruled India. The conflict arrived with respect to the 

medium of instruction. Lord Bentinck constituted 'General committee on public instruction'. In 

1854, Charles Wood,President of the Board of control sent a dispatch to the Governor General of 

India Lord Dalhousie. This is called a Magna Carta of English education in India. Perhaps, the 

vested interest of Britishers not helped in improving literacy rate. In 1911, it was around 94% and in 

1921, it was falling further to 92 %. Later Hunter Commission was formed in 1882, to evaluate the 

achievements of Wood's Dispatch. At that time, British education system was on fulcrum of 

Christian missionaries to glorify their presence throughout India with the sole motto of 

consolidation of English system of education in India. 

 

1. CURRENT ECOSYSTEM 

 

Coming to the current ecosystem, education in India is provided by public 

schoolscontrolled and funded by 3 levels. At primary and secondary level, India has a large private 

school system complementing government run schools. National Institute of Open Schooling 

provides opportunities for continuing education to those who missed school education. Also, Indira 

Gandhi National Open University co-ordinates distance learning program. Even the Constitution of 

India inserted Art 21A by 86th Amendment Act of2002, which states that: The Stateshall provide 

free and compulsory education to all children of age 6 to 14 in such manner, as the state may by law 

determined. The Constitution of India also envisages provision for early childhood care and 

education to children below the age of 6 years. Furthermore, Act 46 of Constitution of India holds 
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the educational aspect for socially vulnerable class which reads promotion of educational and 

economic interest of schedule caste, schedule tribes and other weaker sections. 

There are established governing bodies for educational governance; likewise- 

'National Council of Educational Research and Training' is the apex body for curriculum related 

matters for school education, while Central Board of Secondary Education is another main 

governing body. There are some other governing educational bodies for tertiary and higher 

education: 

 

3 University Grant Commission. 

 

4 All India Council for Technical Education, and 

 

5 National Board of Accreditation etc. responsible for educational governance. Ministry of Human 

Resource Development is responsible for development of human resource with its child agencies; 

Department of School Education, Literacy and Department of Higher Education. Former deals 

with primary, secondary, higher education literacy while latter with university education, technical 

education and scholarships.2 

 

 

II. HIERARCHIALCAL STRUCTURE:     
CRITICAL ANALYSIS 

 

                                                             
2Swapnil Jain, INDIAN EDUCATION POLICY & REFORMS, A look at key education policy reforms 

and initiatives in this decades, http://www.asmaindia.in/blog/a- look- at- key- indian- educational- policy- reforms- 
and- initiatives-in- this- decade. 
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Taking into account, the hierarchical structure from primary school life to higher 

education, there are certain lacunas that uprooted in system certainly needs some attention to revive 

new education system. At the very primary level, it has been observed distinction in class between 

talented and non-talented student. Teacher inclination and more focus on talented one promulgates 

sense of alienation among other student. So, as a result they start losing interest in class and 

indulges in other activities. There is a need for equal imparting opportunities from teachers to 

students, this would ultimately result in increased productivity in class more and more students will 

take participation with high enthusiasm. Also, there should be no discrimination in class on behest 

of teacher, on the basis of caste, class, gender, status. Equal opportunities to all students will 

flourish the learning environment. Whatever kind of personal affiliation he or she may have, should 

not reflect in his or her personal professional conduct while dealing with students. There is a 

reconsideration of recruitment of teacher-staff and teaching skills, because quality of teacher is 

much essential factor in teaching process. Quality up gradation must be taken into account, as we 

see nowadays the kind of teaching that is prominent around, have chance of propensity to create 

rote learning process in children, which demonstrate their unwillingness to take learning seriously. I 

always say teacher’s task is not only teaching but also incubating learning, infusing creativity into 

students. For that, teacher must be trained accordingly. Government of India should take steps 

forward in this direction, as this is the basic bedrock of our future generation. 

Post school transition phase is another prime concern that we have to deal with. As 

what we are seeing nowadays that student, after completion of metric level, takes admission into 

college enroll themselves in coaching institutions. This, may, due to entrance exam culture prevalent 

in India, for various professional courses. But another dark side is that some of our colleges are ill 

mannerly behaved as far as taking, lectures, sessional and practicals are concerned. Teacher’s 

absenteeism ratio is somewhere high, while present there is no proper schedule, in disciplined and 

irregularity in their professional conduct. Colleges having no monitoring over them leads to 
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enhancement in culture of absenteeism, of both teacher and student. Post school transition phase is 

important phase for cultivation of creativity, practical learning and instilling sense of confidence, 

objectivity and overall holistic development of student. Serious emphasis needs to be given on this 

aspect.Otherwise, this will have serious ramification. Also, there should be strict regulation on 

coaching centers. Government of India should formulate a policy over regulation, as this coaching 

factory imposing exorbitant free without having safety equipment nor having compliance to 

inspection certificate. Education is not a business but should be taken as profession with moral 

responsibility. Faculties in coaching institutions must be skilled, well-trained, well-equipped with 

talent. My personal experience reveals many of coaching institutions runner are themselves mere 

degree holder with average passing percentage, and unskilled in the field running their institutions as 

‘Business for profit organisations’. Very few entities have proved themselves to be encouraging 

human capital, enhancement of imagination, knowledge and creative freedom. While most of 

coaching centers are running their business with sole orientation of profit. 

Post School transition phase also observes student opting for short term certificate 

course, and other certificate programmers for the sake of employment. More and more job seekers 

enter into the field searching employment opportunities. These short-term certificate courses are 

very minimal beneficial as per as skilling of our youth are concerned, there might be good short-

term impact but I cannot see any long-term usefulness over it. 

Though these courses helped in improving employment ratio, some of them have 

proven to be very useful in access equity, quality and penetration. Jobs of future generation lies in 

aspiring sector and new technologies, like- artificial intelligence, machine learning, and robotics. 

Government should take priorities over thesesectors so that our youth should be Job creator rather 

than Job seekers. This will solve employment problems, which is worst in its level if one takes into 

account of various official statistics. 
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III. EDUCATION INFRASTRUCTURE: 
CRITICAL ANALYSIS 

 

Another factor is improving educational infrastructure at very groundstage. Well 

public universities equipped with high proficient technical staff, sporting environment, learning 

facilities, practical laboratories and other facilities needs up gradation, 93 percent of university 

student goes to state university which are pathetic in terms of research and quality. Greater ones 

must be put on for improving tech infrastructure in country. Community College Model that aims 

at providing job-oriented education to student from local communities needs to be diversified. They 

offer courses mainly, at 3 levels; certificate diploma and advance diploma in stream such as science, 

it includes tourism communication, design, banking and financial services etc. Greater 

diversification will lead to major participation, giving opportunity to student to move directly to the 

employment sector or higher education level. Delhi University signing memorandum of 

understanding with National Skill Development Corporation to launch skill-based courses at the 

under-graduate level would prove big example to other universities. Other universities should derive 

inspiration from it, to take initiatives walking on same path. 

 

IV. REFORMS UNDERTAKEN 
 

Over the last ten years Indian education system witnessed several reforms 

andaddressed the issues such as funding, governance, quality assurance to strengthen educational 

institutions. Their most focus was on enhancing infrastructure, incentivizing enrolment in the 

schools and capacity building of students. Furthermore,Parliament of India amended Right to 

Education Act 2009, without any detention policy under which no students could be failed till class 
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8th but application of this policy was subject to discretion of respective states. Due attention was 

being given to the term, detention and replacing it with extension. There had been lot much talk for 

educational administrator on the lines of Civil Services which was envisaged in the National policy 

of Education in 1986. Government of India also took the steps by introducing various schemes 

such as Swayam MOOC's portal. The portal offers various courses from 9th class till post-

graduation. Also,Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, RashtriyaUcchtar Shiksha Abhiyan, UcchtarAvishkarYojna 

are intended to pursue goal of empowering rural India through technology driven solution, uplifting 

higher education and promoting industrial research. Other policy initiatives such as National Digital 

Library, Global initiative for academic network (GIAN), National Scholarship Portal are aimed at 

improving access equity and quality education to candidates. National Institute of Ranking 

Framework launched ministry of Human resources and development ranks best institutions and 

universities of India based on certain parameters.3 

 

V. CASE STUDIES 
 

This journey continues same instance when Supreme Court takes cognizance of 

cases. Various pronouncement of Supreme Court helped in structuring and reshaping educational 

governance. Major milestone in this regard accrued, when Supreme Court validated right to 

education under Article 14 and Article 21 of Constitution as a part of Fundamental Rights 

guaranteed to all citizens. Supreme Court stated that Right to Life is a compendious expression for 

                                                             
3 Swapnil Jain, INDIAN EDUCATION POLICY & REFORMS, A look at key education policy reforms 

and initiatives in this decades, http://www.asmaindia.in/blog/a- look- at- key- indian- educational- policy- reforms- 
and- initiatives-in- this- decade. 
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all those rights, which the Court must enforce because they are basic to the dignified enjoyment of 

life. The Right to Life under Article 21 and dignity cannot be assured, unless it is accompanied by 

the Right to Education. Sham Sunder case again widened the interpretation of scope of Article 21, 

which included State has obligation to provide education but it is quality education that State must 

adhere to implement without any discrimination. Further, information case of Unni Krishnan vs. 

State of Andhra Pradesh, Supreme Court examined the decision of Mohini Jain case and held that 

Right to Education indicates in the Right to Life and personal liberty guaranteed by Article 21 and 

must be interpreted in the light of directive principle of state policy contained in Article 41, 45, art 

46. Again, in Bandhua Mukti Morchavs, Union of India,Court observed importance of protecting 

child right to education, health and development. Court also noted India's obligation under the 

Universal Declaration of human rights directed States to take steps forward for formulations of 

policies, progressively eliminate employment of children employed in factories, and provides 

compulsory education to them. 4Supreme Court rightly and harmoniously constructing the 

provision of part 3 and part 4 of the Constitution, has made Right to Education as the basic 

fundamental right which led to constitutional Amendment Act of 2002, adding new article 21A 

further strengthened it by adding clause (k) to Article 51A which is parental responsibility to 

provide opportunities of education to children and his ward who is between the age of 6-14 yrs. 

 

VI. RIGHT TO EDUCATION: CRITICAL 
ANAYSIS 

 

                                                             
4Vijaypal Singh, Education a fundamental right in India, http://www.legalseviceindia.com/articles/edu 

pes.htm 
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Right to education is fundamental right under the Constitution, but its reachseems 

very narrow as far as access is concerned.It doesn't take into consideration some strata of society as 

far as children who are between 0-5 yrs. and above of 16 yrs.5 The scope of RTE is needed to be 

widen to make this right as the inclusive one. Also, it doesn't throw light upon right to quality 

education which is the basic essential factor to lead progressive life. It is the quality that should be 

given paramount importance in pedagogy. This principle also lags in terms of access to online and 

digital education is concern. The COVID-19 pandemic and its severe effect on every aspect of 

societal life has exposed some lacunas related to development of social services and affordable 

education. In the wake of COVID-19, more and more students are compelled to take learning 

through online medium via digital platforms but it has also posed challenge to teacher and students 

both. Poor connectivity, lack of access in rural hinterland, digital equipment’s, digital gadgets, digital 

literacy are some of the key concerns. Students are unable to connect with large districts and small 

areas unserved by Internet providers resulted in dropout from class or chronic absenteeism 

problem. New obstacles particularly uneven distribution of technology which assists further more 

unfinished learning given that some of the rural and tribal areas are still without electricity and 

water. The gravity of their needs goes well beyond Internet bandwidth.6 

The extent of digital division can be seen through statistic quoted in NSS report, 

which says only 23.8% of Indian household had access to internet.1 

 

 

No dropout rate is 12.5%, when we consider Indian household with student who 

have access to internet. Symonds 2020 reported that in India more than 50% of the people with 

                                                             
5A Arun, RIGHT TO EDUCATION- Article 21(A), http://www.legalserviceindia.com /legal/article-70-

right-to-education-article-21a. 

 
6Sampreet Kaur/Ayushi Jain, How to bridge digital divide in education, business line (June 19, 2020) 
http:/www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/how-to-bridge-digital-divide-education/article31868853. 
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fixed broadband had a poor Internet connection at home. Furthermore, about 3% of people face 

cable cuts, 32% have a signal problem and 11.47% have power issues. Even the premier institutions 

like IIT, IIM are facing the issue of inadequate Internet connectivity and lack of electronic devices 

which kept attendance rate low as 30%. To resolve this dilemma so many countries have come up 

with their innovative ideas for e.g.: Jamaica, Argentina and South Africa introduced zero rated 

educational websites. Kenya introduced Google 'Loon Balloon', these balloons float in the airspace 

carrying 4G stations. Ecuador and El Salvador started broadcasting educational content on 

television. India can take lessons from these countries. Manufacturing digital equipment’s and 

improving service delivery can take greater leap forward when it comes to bridging the digital 

divion.7 

 

VII. NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020 
 

The new National Education Policy announced by Ministry of Human Resources 

and Development aims to transform the education system to meet aspirations of 21st century 

India,8 it mostly focuses on inclusive education, quality education, higher education, vocational 

education, Multilingualism, financing higher education. The idea for restructuring curriculum will be 

guided by 5+3+3+4 design. It is reconfigured to make them responsive and relevant to the current 

developmental needs. Further, the policy mooted the idea of National assessment centre for school 
                                                             
7 Global ideas that can reduce digital divide in India amid coronavirus crisis, INDIA TODAY (June 

13, 2020 02:59), 
https://www.indiatoday.in/amp/education-today/featurephilia/story/global-ideas-that-can-reduce-

digital-divine-in-india-amid-coronavirus-crisis-1688467-2020-06-13 
 
8 Priscilla Jebaraj, What has the National Education Policy 2020 proposed? (02 AUUST 2020 09:36), 

http://www.thehindu.com/education/ the-hindu-explains-what-had-the-national- education-policy-2020-
proposed/article 32249788. 

 



  
   

LA  

SENATUS SCRIPTORS 
LAW JOURNAL 
VOLUME 2: ISSUE 1   

August-September, 2020                                       (O)ISSN 2582 6638 

 
 

 
 

www.lasenatusscriptors.com  

P
ag

e
1

3
 

education. Also, standard setting body under the Ministry of Education to fulfill the basic objectives 

of setting norms, standard and guidelines for the assessment and evaluation of all recognized school 

board of India. Setting up of National Testing Agency, establishment of primary school in every 

habitation driven by Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, emphasis on higher education institutions, increasing 

Gross enrolment ratio to 50% by 2030, higher education institutions as a part of multidisciplinary 

education, focus on research and innovation are some of the best features of this policy. Overall, 

the policy focuses on holistic development of students (Physical, spiritual, moral, intellectual). The 

policy is visionary; problem lies in effective implementation. Clear cut roadmap and target-based 

approach will help in achieving desired results. 

 

VIII. EDUCATION GOVERNANCE MODELS 
 

Let's look into, education governance model of other countries basically they are 

divided into 3 categories. 

1] State-centered Model. 

 

2] Self-rule Model. 

 

3] Market oriented Model. 

 

In case of State centered model, it is somewhat conservative in regulatory approach 

with school of higher education perceived as public institutions operated by the state. In this model, 

Universities are strictly supervised and administration is controlled by the State. They are given very 

little autonomy. For e.g. France, Sweden, Turkey, Russia follows this model. Self-rule model stems 
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from principle of freedom to study and pursue research. Universities have high degree of 

autonomy. Main drawback of this model of governance is lacking of Institutional co-ordination 

between university strategies, political and industrial goal. The model is very much prevalent in 

Germany, Austria and several Central European countries. 

 

Market oriented Model is inspired by capitalistic approach. In this model, Universities 

compete with each other for students and financial resources. The government does not take 

measures to design, planning of higher education; rather it promotes competition and increases 

quality assurance and transparency in institutions as in the US and Australia. The topic of higher 

education governance refers to legal allocation of power. Purpose is to articulate common public 

interest aimed at achieving realization of goal. So, how far we are succeeded in it?9 

Let's take one glance at 'Organizations of Economic Cooperation and Development' 

2019 report which says in India, 71% of adults do not have upper secondary education, 70% of 

young women do not attain upper secondary education while 16% of young men and 12% of young 

women attained a tertiary education. Majority of tertiary students are enrolled in private institutions, 

where the ratio of student to teacher is much lower. About 1% of India's national tertiary students 

were enrolled abroad on 2017.10 This shows the urgent need of quality higher education so that 

more and more students can be attracted to take up learning in India. Another major loophole in 

attainment of our goal is the factor of child labor is very much concerning. Child labor impedes 

children from gaining skill, education. International Labor Organization estimates that there are 

10.1 million working children between the ages of 5-14 years in India (census 2011)11. Though 

                                                             
9NitzaDavidovitch& Yaakov Iram, Global Journal of educational studies16, April 30, 2015. 
10 OECD (2019), Education at a glance2019: OECD indicators, OECD Publishing, 

Paris, http://dio.org/10. 1787/f8d7880d-en. 
 
11 FACT SHEET: Child labour in India, An overview of the situation in India regarding working children 

in India(June 08 2017),http://www.ilo.org 
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enactment of ‘Child Labor Prohibition and Regulation Act, 2016’ and ‘Right to education Act, 2009’ 

have paved the way for ratification of ILO's two core conventions. 

1) Convention No. 138 stipulates min age of working in any case shouldn't be less than 15 

yrs. 

2) Convention No. 182, prohibits hazardous work and aims at immediate elimination of the 

worst form of child labor for children below 18 years.12 

 

IX. GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES 
 

India is a country with large demographic dividend. We should leverage this 

resource aiming at how we can draw maximum productivity from it. Maximum working age 

population in (15-59 years) this reduces dependency ratio. According to economist, by 2020 the 

average Indian will only be 29 years of age. International Monetary Fund envisages India’s 

continuing demographic dividend can add about 2% to the annual rate of economic growth. For 

that, we have to harness potential and available opportunities properly. Indian government is taking 

various steps in this direction, they unveiled Study India Program for foreign students wanting to 

take education in India. Start-up India has been giving financial boost to our youth, advancing self-

made employment opportunities in India, start-up India has proven to be the best panacea to those 

having creative skill but couldn’t succeed just due to financial constraints. Micro Unit Development 

and Refinancing Agency (MUDRA) proving much useful towomen. ‘Budget 2019’ has made major 

boost, derived highest allocation and made major mark. Women (SHG) self-help group 

empowerment, her financial independence promotion will open Pandora’s Box of opportunities to 
                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
12 Releasing children from poverty COMPASSION, child 

labourfacts,http://www.compassion,com/poverty/child-labour-quick-facts. 
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others also, who are seeking and aspiring to start any new initiative. More and more women taking 

part into process will enable our country making progressive one, as Dr. Ambedkar has rightly 

pointed out-  

“Any nation’s development depends on how much progressive its women are!” 

Policy’s driven but women centric one will make road easier to pledge gender gap in 

our country ushering equal opportunism in education as well as employment. 

 

X. SUGGESTIONS AND CONCLUSION 
 

Our constitution makers had very big dream for our country, while drafting 

constitution. We have to take steps forward as per se to achieve in big extent. For that, emphasis 

must be put on following angles, 

First, it is to improve syllabus structure of our universities, with more and more 

addition of the Indian influence in it. We have history of Gurukul system, Guru-Shishya parampara, 

where shishya (student) used to receive enlightenment. We have great heritage and history of 

ancient university’s like Nalanda, Takshashila. Traditional system of education needs to revise again 

with formulating more learning courses in it. 

Second one is,the Access of Right to Education as far as alleviating poverty class is 

concern. It’s one of the majorsteps in revival of education. Implementation (obedient) will make 

major leap forward as far as iota of rural section are concerned. 

Third one is, we need to adopt new educational governance model based on global 

criterion, so as to improve our institutional ranking in global realm only two “IIT Guwahati” and 

“Chennai Anna University” are in global institutional ranking framework and one private university, 

‘O.P. Jindal’ this year. Other measures must be taken to introduce new steps in this regard. 
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Coming to fourth ground, university should not be a breeding ground for shaking or 

hotbed of politics. university should play important role in nourishment of skills, opening up new 

research-oriented minds with creative learning, which is in stark contrast with situation prevailing in 

country; where protest, demonstrations, political strikes are very common, entering into our campus 

must be stopped. 

Another concern is learning crisis. This learning crisis is a moral and economic 

crisis. World Bank warns of learning crisis in education in countries like India. According to the 

‘World Development Report 2018’, Learning to Realize Education Promise’ India ranks second 

after Malawi in list of 12 countries wherein a grade two student could not read a single word in 

short text. India also tops the list of seven countries in which a grade two student could not 

perform two-digit subtraction. The report recommends a concrete policy steps resolve this dire 

learning crisis in the areas of stronger assessments, using evidence of what works and what doesn’t 

to guide education decision making and mobilizing the strong social movement to push the 

education change.13 

Technical education must be imparted in proper way with greater caution, as 

nowadays we are observing our youth engagement with the use of technology w.r.to illegal activities 

in large scale. 

No one can forget role of technology appearing in form of threat of radicalization. 

Therefore, proper digital education, and promoting digital literacy is need of hour. As these days, 

new apps are coming (e.g. Tik Tok, Faceapp), US Federal Investigation Agency expressed iota of 

doubts over its privacy concern. Issue of Pegasus software is well known to us. Strict regulation of 

                                                             
13 Lalit K Jha, World Bank warns of learning crisis in education in countries like India, live mint (27 

Sep.2017 03:11) 
https://www.livemint.com/education/k5kcO2BTxb5JKYxFrb9UP/World-Bank-warns-of-learning-crisis-

in-education-in-countries. 
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their servers into India (as these are foreign based app), with implementation of data localization 

policy, respective changes in IT laws is the need of hour. 

 

XI. WAY FORWARD 
 

Recently drafted National education policy would prove best, if some additional 

resources are given up for higher education to improve quality and to build world class education 

sector are spend properly on implementing basis. 

Nexus between industry and colleges must be strengthened so that early placements 

can take greater leaps forward. 

Reviving education sector will be pushing factor for shaping more aspirational youth 

segment. Maximum output could be derived from it, for promoting economic growth, this would 

make figure in United Nation ‘Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)’ improving India’s overall 

index.  

As we know,“Education is all a matter of building bridges.” 

 

So, new education agenda of India should prove global integration, greater 

coherence. More liberal order while doing so, one must take into account. 

Nelson Mandela’s quote: 

 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” 

 

I would also like to end by Joseph Addison’s Quote which says;  

“What sculpture is to block of marble, education is to human soul.” 
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If these nitty-gritty of issues with blending of proper execution and implementation of policies and 

restructuring is done, then no one can stop India to become “Global Education Hub’’. 
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