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ABSTRACT 

 

The world has seen one too many revolutionary movements where women have used the media as a means to share their stories 
and spread their message for equality and justice far and wide. For people may be forgotten, killed or caught, but these revolutionary ideas 
live on forever. The world has evolved and with it has media, from the printing press to newspapers to primetime television and social 
networking sites. From the suffrage movement in the mid 1900’s to the Me-Too movement in 2017, media platforms have been vital in 
helping women garner support for their rights and have brought down their abusers in society.Instagram had recently turned into a boiling 
pot of opinions and judgements over the Boys Locker Room issue that involved a bunch of educated and privileged young men forwarding 
and objectifying images of women in their own peer group and as a side effect also unraveled how one of the girls who brought forth the 
issue, had misused the media platforms at her perusal to forward her own interests.In many ways, media communication has been a great 
help in expanding the horizons of women's rights but the question has to be asked:Are media trials really paving the path to speedy 
justice?Through the lengths of the article we will explore the domino effect that follows via public outrage over social media, be it 
pressurizing the victim or the alleged accused, the movement being used by individuals to further their own popularity and development of 
herd mentality. An ethical and moral line needs to be drawn when a story explodes over any media platform, for the series of events that 
follow tend to subside rather than advance the revolution. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

The discovery of the printing press in the 15th century proved more beneficial than one 
could have ever imagined ,for it exploded the concept of ‘media communication’ . Since then, 
the world , true to its dynamic nature has evolved and with it , so has  media communication. 
From newspapers and journals to television and social networking sites like Instagram, twitter 
and Facebook, how we as individuals receive our daily dose of information has also changed. 
However, the one aspect of media that has remained is how it's used as an instrument  in all its 
forms to further revolutionary ideas and movements , the women’s liberation movement being 
one of many. The women’s suffrage in early 19th century was the earliest movement wherein 
women from across the globe protested for their right to vote , own land and break free from 
the notion of an “ ideal”1 woman .The ‘ suffrage newspapers’ consisted of advertising campaigns 
, editorial cartoons and essays all used to inform , influence and revolutionize the idea of equality 
of genders. There was a “symbiotic relationship formed between suffragists and mainstream 
media”2 , for media tools catalyzed the process to an extent that the world witnessed legal 
amendments being drawn for representation and rights of women . 

 

                                                             
1How suffragists-and their foes-used media Women's Media Center, 

https://www.womensmediacenter.com/news-features/how-suffragistsand-their-foesused-media 
2Historiography: Woman Suffrage and the Media Taylor & Francis, 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08821127.2019.1572405?src=recsys&journalCode=uamj20 



  
   

LA  

SENATUS SCRIPTORS 
LAW JOURNAL 
VOLUME 1: ISSUE 2   

June-July, 2020 
 
 

 
 

www.lasenatusscriptors.com  

Almost two hundred years later, the fight for equality and safety is still ongoing. The 21st 
century was witness to the # MeTOO movement wherein women from various walks of life 
came out with their stories of sexual harassment and abuse on social networking sites like twitter 
to attain justice. Various powerful and popular figures were sent to jail for abusing their power 
and position to gain sexual favours and make inappropriate advances at women . The beauty of 
this movement was that the legal process that followed was speedy mainly because of the public 
outrage that surrounded the movement. Many women ‘ had their day in court’ and walked 
reassured that their tormentor was finally punished. Times Magazine even named the movement 
as their ‘ person of the year ‘ for the echoes were heard not just in the United States of America,  
where it was initiated  , but all over the world. The power that social media possesses is 
undeniable. Its massive outreach has been effective in harbouring change . Instagram has a total 
of 1 billion downloads and of them , India contributes to over “88 million consumers , being the 
second highest after the United States”3Recently in India , an instagram scandal by the name 
‘Boys Locker Room’ was exposed. It allegedly involved teen boys from Delhi. This scandal 
broke out right in the middle of lockdown on  3  may 2020 when a member leaked chats from 
the group, that included obscene images of around 15 girls.The controversy flared after social 
media users, screenshots of the leaked chats were shared and pictures of the young girls wraped 
on Instagram and Twitter. By 6 may 2020, #BoysLockerRoom was retweeted 30,000 times and 
was on the top trending list on twitter. 

 
4 The boiling pot of opinions that social media  is , often negates the purpose it was 

created for , that is of free speech and expression. The cyber-bullying , hate and negative outrage 
makes one question the authenticity and freedom that these platforms once used to offer. Social 
networking sites in India fall under the domain of the Information Technology Act , 2000 ( “ IT 
Act”)  and despite its rigid nature does offer certain provisions for protection of individuals 
online.There are various ways in which one can view the relationship between law and social 
media . While the latter is often used to push forth a cause to the point where it has gained 
enough momentum  to catch the eye of the justice system , the former protects the rights of 
individuals on social networking sites. Have these platforms become the new courtrooms and its 
users the jury ? Where does one differentiate between opinionated discussions and cyber 
bullying? 

 
 

                                                             
3Countries with most Instagram users 2020 Statista, 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/578364/countries-with-most-instagram-users/ 
4Yadav, Jyoti, et al. “Delhi Women's Commission Wants 'Bois Locker Room' Probed, Sends Notice to 

Instagram, Police.” ThePrint, 10 May 2020, theprint.in/india/delhi-womens-commission-wants-bois-locker-
room-probed-sends-notice-to-instagram-police/414350/. 
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II. DOMINO EFFECT OF VIRAL STORIES - THE 
GOOD , THE BAD & THE UGLY 

 

Hashtags and online posts have replaced news telecasts and have emerged as a medium 
of expression . Information and content are the new buzz words and people have resorted to 
social networking sites to put forth not just their grievances and stories but to also educate and 
influence. When a story like the boys locker room or MeToo goes viral, social media transitions 
into a courtroom. Every user diverts their focus to the trending issue and tries getting their 
opinion and views in.  Stories spread like wildfire and the platform splits into a plethora of 
opinions. The problem emerges when the collective outrage over an issue becomes toxic. A 
trend of cyber-bullying , online mob attacks and hateful speech emerges and the actual issue at 
hand gets sidetracked. 

 The Information Technology Act , 2000 has sections  to ensure that cyber-bullying 
across all online platforms is minimized and the perpetrators are held accountable.The IT act is 
outdated when it comes to the structure and functioning of social networking sites. The idea of 
accountability becomes more and more vague as the add up of users over a platform increases. 
In relation with movements like #BoysLockerRoom and #MeToo , the stories that come out are 
followed by a domino effect which is the term used  “ when one  makes a change in a behaviour 
or their environment, it activates a series of chain reactions and causes a shift in the related 
environment or behaviours as well”5 . The eruption of events that followed the instagram 
scandal of #BoysLockerRoom can be used to draw parallels with where the IT act stands on 
issues of cyber-bullying, sharing of non-consensual chats and images and the chain of reactions 
that are observed. 

 

A. VIRTUAL GROUPS : CIRCULATION OF PRIVATE 
CONVERSATIONS & PICTURES 

The sanctity of private conversations between individuals is lost when 
one reposts and shares the details of the conversation with others. The transmission of 
images, videos and chats without the approval of the person involved amounts to a 
breach of privacy. .The locker room fiasco had a bunch of teenage boys on platforms 
like instagram and snapchat, circulating images of girls and making derogatory remarks 

                                                             
5The Domino Effect: How to Create a Chain Reaction of Good Habits James Clear, 

https://jamesclear.com/domino-effect 
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on the same. The transmission of these images beyond the private conversation of the 
parties involved amounts to both defamation under section 499 & section 500 of the 
Indian Penal Code as well as breach of privacy under  section 66(E) and  67(A) of the IT 
act . 

1. Defamation under Indian Penal Code 

 
Defamation in India under section 499 is defined as  “ Whoever, by 

words either spoken or intended to be read, or by signs or by visible representations, 
makes or publishes any imputation concerning any person intending to harm, or 
knowing or having reason to believe that such imputation will harm the reputation of 
such person, is said to defame that person.”6 The act  considers lowering the credit of a 
person’s intellectual or moral character in the eyes of others in a society as defamation 
too.  Section 500 of the IPC defines the punishment for defamation “in terms of 
imprisonment of a maximum of two years, or a fine to be paid as monetary 
compensation or both.”7 

 

2. Section 66 (E) of Information Technology Act , 2000 : 

 
 Section 66 (E) of the IT Act  states that “–Whoever, intentionally or 

knowingly captures, publishes or transmits the image of a private area of any person 
without his or her consent, under circumstances violating the privacy of that person, 
shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years or with fine not 
exceeding two lakh rupees, or with both.” 8Violation of privacy occurs when images are 
transmitted via an electronic intermediate with the intent that it be viewed by person or 
persons.Virtual groups where pictures of individuals are shared and obscene remarks 
over their bodies are made amounts to a punishable offence. The section emphasizes on 
how photos of the ‘  private parts’ ( nude or undergarment fully clad genitals, pubic spot, 
buttocks or female breasts)‘ of a person cannot be circulated without obtaining his or her 
consent. India doesn’t have a standing when it comes to exchanging of nudes / semi-
nude pictures between two consenting individuals. However , when these  photos leave 
the boundary of a private conversation and is spread with a malicious intent , a violation 
of privacy does occur.  

                                                             
6 Indian Penal Code , 1860 
7 Indian Penal Code, 1860 
8 Information Technology Act , 2000 
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3. Section 67 (A) of Information Technology Act, 2000 : 

 
Section 67(A) lays down the punishment for publishing or transmission 

of sexually explicit act in an electronic form - “Whoever publishes or transmits or causes 
to be published or transmitted in the electronic form any material which contains 
sexually explicit act or conduct shall be punished on first conviction with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to five years and with fine which may 
extend to ten lakh rupees and in the event of second or subsequent conviction with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years and also 
with fine which may extend to ten lakh rupees.”9 The section 66(E) 10of the IT act  talks 
about punishment for violation of privacy whereas this section emphasizes punishment  
for circulation of explicit images or videos online. 

In a scenario where someone comes out with the truth behind these virtual chat 
rooms, with an attempt to make their point , they often repost the same “ obscene” 
images that were the cause of the problem in the first place. In a moment of genuine 
anger and haste , these images get circulated all across the internet.In cases of sexual 
harassment and rape, the victim’s faces are unexposed to maintain their privacy and to 
ensure their safety. But on an open platform like social media , that is far away from 
courtroom proceedings , the ‘ social media trials’ reveal the identity of the victims and 
with that endanger their safety .  When reposting such videos and images, individuals 
need in to be kept in  mind that the content they put forth does not add harm to the 
cause.   

 

B.CYBER-BULLYING OF VICTIMS & ALLEGED 
OFFENDERS 

 
1. Doxing , Hateful Speech and Online Threats  

Doxing was originally a revenge ploy used by hackers in the early 1990’s 
where private information pertaining to individuals , organizations or governments was 
disseminated in public. While it was never considered a crime, it is highly unethical. 

                                                             
9Information Technology Act , 2000 
10 Information Technology Act, 2000 
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Social media has its own form of docking often spelled “doxxing”11. It involves 
individuals distributing personal facts and information regarding the victims or alleged 
accused so as to “ expose” them. The outrage over issues goes from healthy and efficient 
to toxic when people are subjected to hate speeches from social media pages and 
individuals . Everyone has their own set of opinions and they are free to put it out on 
social media. However , an ethical and moral boundary is crossed when this outrage 
turns into un-accounted hate. For instance , when the locker room story went viral and 
many others used it to come forth with their own journeys of online harassment ,  social 
media users began to take sides. Instead of focusing on the main issue at hand, the voices 
of victims were drowned in a sea of unnecessary posts, threats and slurs.  

Everyone attempts to draw a character sketch of the victim and the accused. 
People who side with the victim , begin to assassinate the character of the alleged 
accused and vice versa. The idea of ‘innocent until proven guilty” is tossed aside and all 
that matters is wrecking the image of the individual in question. They are doxxed to an 
extent that they cannot leave their houses let alone have an online presence. Everything 
from addresses to phone numbers are spread in public. This bashing of the victim or the 
alleged accused has dire consequences. The online hate they receive manifests into 
infliction of self harm and the support they expected from the social networking sites 
turns out to be negative. Doxxing and threats create a sense of fear which these 
individuals internalize. The extent to which this public shaming of individuals goes on , 
can ruin a person’s life. Their careers, psychological well-being, societal image all goes 
down the drain.  

 

 
2. Legal Remedy against Cyber-Bullying  

One of the remedies available to tackle cyber bullying is covered under 
Section 507 of the IPC - “ Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation by an 
anonymous communication, or having taken precaution to conceal the name or abode of 
the person from whom the threat comes, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, in addition to the punishment 
provided for the offence by the last preceding section.” 12. This statute is easier when a 
smaller number of criminal intimidators target an individual.  

However , in case of social media, there is no boundary to the number of fake or 
spam accounts people can create and the tracking of the digital footprint of these 

                                                             
11Doxxing Can Ruin Your life. Here's How (You Can Avoid It) Heimdal Security Blog, 

https://heimdalsecurity.com/blog/dox 
12Indian Penal Code , 1860 
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accounts’ becomes difficult. Instagram and Facebook have features to report certain 
accounts but to what extent can a person do that when reporting one account just 
encourages the creation of many more. The tiresome and psychological scarring process 
shows how outdated certain sections of our law is. These statutes have certainly not kept 
up with the evolving forms of media. Accountability for a crime like cyber-bullying has 
become more and more vague due to the mass influx of users on social networking sites. 
 
 

C. SUBDUING OF MOVEMENT & INEFFECTIVE 
OUTRAGE 
 

1. Herd mentality 

 
Herd  mentality can be characterized by as the general acknowledgment of a 

training or conviction fundamentally not because of near legitimacy yet to the prevalence 
itself. 

Herd mentality is where social media users obey what influencers think they are 
doing, rather than their personal research. In other words, a social media user exhibiting 
herd instinct will gravitate towards the same or similar topics based almost solely on the 
fact that many others buy the biased views themselves.13 

 Herd instinct is an attitude that is marked by a lack of internal decision-making 
or introspection, leading people to think and behave in a manner similar to those around 
them. For instance, when a victim is shamed, users just copy-paste the majority view and 
portray them as their own rather than having done their own research which amounts to 
the toxic environment and negates the movement. 

 
2. The Bystander Effect 

 When something awful is occurring, spectators regularly do shockingly 
little to forestall it. Every one of those onlookers might be a decent individual, yet 
considers show that there is a high possibility of them not stepping in to help14. There are 
bunches of mental reasons why a decent individual probably won't step forward to help 
somebody out of luck: hesitance, absence of certainty; "another person will do it" or 

                                                             
13Herd Instinct Definition Investopedia,  
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/h/herdinstinct.asp 
14 http://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/bystander-effect 
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"perhaps it will settle itself without my assistance" or "it's not my business"; or veritable 
dread.  

As a responsible user of social media , what one can do is report accounts that 
spread hate, target and bully people, and more often than not create an environment of 
fear. There is always a thought that crosses our mind when we come across a post that is 
offensive , brutal or just not up to the unsaid ethical standards which is “ why should i 
report that account? There are many who will, what difference will one more make?” . 
Users need to realize that while they enjoy their rights of free speech and expression on 
social media, they have a moral duty to ensure that they report hate speeches and 
inappropriate content that they witness.  

3. Outrage 

a) Positive Outrage  

The whole concept of social media was meant to ease the way we 
communicate and interact with our friends and the world. It helps us to create, share and 
express contents in a way the world wasn't used to before. 

Activism in the era of social media has helped garner more people to understand 
a movement as they are a key venue to have debates and discussions. They help give 
voices to the under represented section of the the society and shed light on rarely 
discussed issues. 

Sociologist Manuel Castells is of the opinion that internet activism aims to 
convey ‘real democracy’ to society as “[…]resistance confronts domination, 
empowerment reacts against powerlessness and alternative projects challenge[…]” 
online15. Voices that are disregarded in urban public spaces are enlarged and held up on a 
podium online, providing social movements with a framework to ‘go global’ . 

One of the good aspects of social media campaigns for justice is the fast track 
work done by government agencies. When there is a public outrage, it catches the eye of 
authorities to work faster than they would have if the actual process of filing without 
public outrage is followed because that helps them escape accountability.When there is a 
media uproar about injustice in the country, everyones eyes are on that news, pushing the 
authorities to work towards justice with that pressure.  If we take the example of boys 
locker room, the notice by delhi commission for women and FIR and investigation by 

                                                             
15Castells, M. (1997). The Power of Identity: The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture. 

Volume II. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers. 
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the police was fast tracked which shows a bit of radiance at the closing stages of the 
tunnel, that justice won't be ignored. 

The concept of #MeToo was based on the fact that if women who have been 
sexually assaulted or harassed wrote  #MeToo, people in the society would understand 
the magnitude of the problem. After the hashtag, women have opened up their 
perspectives  even more about their experiences and proposed approaches to fight 
against patriarchal powers, which influence global social challenges16.  

b) Negative Outrage  

 In the ecosystem of social media, “ online outrage “ and “ moral policing 
“ prove to be more counterproductive as an outcome of collective action.  When the 
online community comes together over issues of sexual harassment, inequality of genders 
or  the many other negative structures prevalent in our society, the effectiveness of the 
movement is decreased in the long run. The amount of online noise shifts attention from 
the original cause and we witness secondary themes and discussions growing. In case of 
the indignation over the  #BoysLockerRoom , the issue of violation of privacy and  
protecting the modesty of a women were sidetracked and what emerged was a severe 
backlash in the form of posts saying “ all men are trash “ , “ Feminism is a scam , it is 
not about equality but furthering agendas of selfish women .” . Well channeled anger 
gives motivation to act strategically , but when pure rage takes over as a consequence of 
internal beliefs being hurt, these individuals begin blaming the movement and 
oversimplify a complicated issue by normalizing it . Psychologists often call this online 
outburst as the “ social media outrage trap”17. It is a disappointing cycle of stories 
coming out, people indulging in debates and opinionated talks which then leads to 
triggering certain sections of users who proceed to block out the positive outrage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                             
16Edwards, G. (2014). From National to Global Social Movements: Network Movements, Alternative Globalisation and 

New Media. pp. 151-181 in Social Movements protests. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
17How to Avoid the Social Media Outrage Trap Greater Good, 

https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_to_avoid_the_social_media_out 
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III. CONCLUSION 
 

Social networking sites are always  evolving and  new ways of media 
communication pop up every few years. The law, specifically pertaining to the IT act 
needs to be updated . The structure of how these platforms function need to be taken 
into account while amending laws. While most sections of the act are applicable to the 
social media offences, the large domain of users creates a significant issue. Constant 
bullying, threats and infinite hate posts targeting specific individuals poses a challenge to 
the act, for these “ cyber -bullies” ,are untraceable due to their large populace. There is a 
lot of negativity on social networking sites and more often than not this hate is cultivated 
and diminishes the causes people speak up for ,but this doesn’t mean that we stop to use 
social media to voice  ourselves out. 

 We as an online community and as individual users need to be responsible about 
the content we post and how we support causes. It goes without saying that the 
government and legal system starts working quicker when issues are backed by masses. 
One of the most important reasons to connect  feminism and social media is because it 
amplify the voices of women and marginalized groups through art, media,culture, 
technology and community. The most genuine of sources on social networking sites aim 
to educate . People often put down feminist supporters and pages on social media 
because they keep emphasizing on how feminism is female centric and is not about 
equality but   “Feminism is about justice for everyone, but you have to name the 
problem and the problem  in this gender hierarchy is that, , it is the women who have 
been excluded .”18. 

Perhaps, we could see significant change as a feminist movement, if reactionary 
performative clout chasing “ activivts” gave up the space they are hogging and it was 
provided to actual researchers, activists, people who have been actively working on the 
policy and governance front.Artists can use their platform to educate, but we have to 
realise where their limitations begin.,where their work stops holding weight. 

When we talk about presence on social media it's very important to take into 
account news reporters, politicians and celebrities who have a large following and they 
must have  a great deal of accountability  because they have the power to influence users. 

When Donald Trump said, “ Grab them down by the pussy”in 2016 and was still 
able to become the president of the most powerful nation in the world , it speaks 
volumes. 

                                                             
18Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie And Her Feminist Activism Through Storytelling Feminism In India, 

https://feminisminindia.com/2019/09/16/chimamanda-ngozi-adichie-feminist-activism-storytelling/ 
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The internet trolls on social media target women politicians by trying to fit them 
with a domesticated image of women in the society and do not  deem them to be a leader 
. They use  patriarchal terms  like Mamta Didi for Mamta Banerjee, Nirmala Tai for 
Nirmala Sitaraman and use sexist hashtags to ridicule them like #BarDancerSonia for 
Sonia Gandhi . When imminent personalities speak so freely about degrading women , it 
just widens the disparity between genders because their words negatively motivate many 
others to shun movements . 

This domino effect can be curbed if individuals introspect and ensure that they 
are supporting a cause , story or hashtag not to further their own popularity or presence 
on these platforms but to actually help people get justice . Movements like feminism 
require social media  platforms to catalyze the process of spreading awareness and 
educating. Movements are required more than ever now because they act as shields. They 
inspire and give people the assurance that their voices and stories matter and make it 
easier for them to approach the legal system as well. Towards the end of the day social 
media and law are just tools one has at their disposal to attain justice and  it is upon 
people to use both these tools responsibly . 
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