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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: CRUELTY 

WITHIN FOUR WALLS 

 

Indrajit Bhowmick* 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

The term ‘Domestic Violence’ holds a very interesting paradoxical transition which in itself is violative of holding or granting 
basic human rights. The traditional Indian culture holds certain patriarchal norms and rules have raised a question relating 
to such violence making it quite complex to interpret, which ultimately leads to struggle for seeking proper justice within a 
stipulated period. 
Women’s movement in India can be observed from the period of the early ’70s when the issue of gender importance began to 
gain traction as compared to other issues that were of point of concern. Although this movement is having an old 
phenomenon, in which its roots can be reckoned back to the nationalist movement, tracing back to the early 1920s. From the 
1920s to the 1970s, the women’s movement was heavily influenced and controlled by external economic and political forces. 
During the 1970s, death occurrence of married women by way of letting kitchen fires to get their spark became common 
parlance during this period. These acts being closely associated with ending up of life in a very pre-planned way been termed 
as ‘dowry deaths’, ‘bride burnings’, while the reason for such violence being not able to bring a certain amount of demanded 
money, assets and wealth from their parents to their conjugal tied families. 
Women’s movement in the early ’80s started taking a legislative form. Incidents of rape, violence, and dowry related offences, 
vis-a-vis uprising controversies of Shah Bano Case and Uniform Civil Code, urged and made it aware to the whole legislative 
system of this country that there was a need for specific laws so to address certain issues relating to women. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

India is a land of customs, wide religious diversification, and patriarchy where 

women belonging to a Brahmin Family or a Sudra Family or in any other religion other than the 
Traditional Hindu family are always deprived of upholding their rights. During the pre-
independence period or after India achieved its independence, women were still subjected to 
constant violence. Various movements started amalgamating women together to enforce their 
rights.  

 
Women’s movement in the early ’80s started taking a legislative form. Incidents 

of rape, violence, and dowry related offences, other than uprising controversies of Shah Bano 
Case and Uniform Civil Code, urged and made it aware to the whole legislative system of this 
country that there was a need for specific laws so to address certain issues relating to women. 

 
Primarily, Domestic Violence can be preferably referred with close partner 

violence which usually happens between an intimate relationship. Although this concept of 
Domestic Violence has changed its shape with time extending to not only between partners but 
also involving family members. 

 
Violence also means abuse which includes physical, emotional, and sexual. 

Between 1994-1996, India observed an increase in domestic abuse in northern parts. During this 
period, the rate of violence increased by 3 times.  
 
 

II. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: DEFINITION 

Section 3 of the Protection of women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 defines 
it.1 According to this section, any act, omission, commission, or conduct: 

“1. harms or injures or endangers the health, safety, life, limb or well-being, 
whether mental or physical, of the aggrieved person or tends to do so and includes causing 
physical abuse, sexual abuse, verbal and emotional abuse, and economic abuse; or 

                                                             
1 https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_violence_in_India 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_violence_in_India
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2.harasses, harms, injures or endangers the aggrieved person with a view to 
coerce her or any other person related to her to meet any unlawful demand for any dowry or 
other property or valuable security; or 

3.has the effect of threatening the aggrieved person or any person related to her 
by any conduct mentioned in clause (a) or clause (b); or 

4. otherwise injures or causes harm, whether physical or mental, to the aggrieved 
person.” 

 

III. INDIA: DID IT RANK AS A SAFE COUNTRY 
FOR WOMEN? 

 

According to a global survey report released, India is the world’s most unsafe 
country for women because of the higher risks of women violence and forced slaving.2 This 
report was a repeat of a survey in 2011, which threw light upon some countries like Pakistan, the 
Republic of Congo, Somalia which included India, being the most dangerous countries for 
women. 

 
In almost all the economically growing countries, the act of committing violence 

and cruelty within four walls has become a digestive tablet for the patriarchy. For those men who 
commit or get influenced by some other person to commit such an offence does not feel 
satisfied without beating their better half or partners.  

IV. WHY DOMINATE? A BIG QUESTION 
 

Domination is like very much close to dictatorship. Where being dictatorial is like 
dominating a wide perspective while domination is within a restricted area. Men usually try to 
show their muscle power within the four walls.  

 
Usually, abuse and violence that any woman faces are generally and widely seen 

among lower, lower-middle, and below poverty level categorised families rather than middle class 

                                                             
2 Global Survey Report released and published by The Guardian & CNN on 28th June 2018. 
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and high society class families. However, this categorisation should not be admitted totally 
because all such abuses and violence can happen even inside the closed doors of a middle class 
or a high-class society’s family. But by generally accepting the situation and various survey 
reports, the rates increase for the former than the latter.  

 
Women running a family which is financially not very strong enough, violence 

evolves there at a very higher rate. Men in these type of families come home generally after 
having intoxicated and thereafter involves themselves into abuse for washing away all their 
frustration and fights generally takes place between the husband and wife on petty issues, 
ultimately leading to physical abuse and sometimes adverse crime can even happen out of 
sudden rage arising out of huge anger accumulation. Some reasons like not making the shape of 
roti/chapati (Indian dish) circularly, not giving a proper proportionate amount of salt in a curry, 
and so on. These are mainly mental abuses which ultimately led to physical violence. Not 
satisfying the needs of the in-laws sometimes led to violence acceptance from them. Monetary 
Demands from in-laws is quite a common reason for domestic violence.   

 
Non-fulfillment of such demands usually leads them towards a massive amount 

of abuse and violence from husband and in-laws and even if she meets the demands by paying 
such, she is even forced time and again for paying more. Another type of abuse initiates like; if 
the family is a joint one, then the wife is forced to conduct all sorts of household chores and 
satisfying the minds of the in-laws. Independency of women in Indian society has become an 
utter joke because whenever the wife or a lady wants to pursue her dreams those are suppressed 
by her in-laws claiming that a married lady shouldn’t work equally with a man but rather should 
work inside the house which, in a way, takes all freedom away from her.   

 
The snatching of freedom was seen since pre-independence time and now we are 

standing in the 21st century, even now also this same trend is continuing in a full-fledged manner. 
The main psychology behind men to dominate a woman is patriarchy and ego, as because when 
they see women are progressing at a great scale than them, then they try to resist it by using 
muscular force upon them because the majority of our daughters in India don’t have a stern 
muscular body to combat such violence, thus making them as an object for those men to thrash 
and use muscle power upon them. Men satisfy their ego by showing how they degrade women. 
Although, this is a general concept and doesn’t apply to all men and women. 

 
Earlier during the ’60s, ’70s, and ’80s, this domination was generally operational, 

especially during the pre-independence period. We all know the story of the first female Doctor 
in India “KADAMBINI DEVI” from Bengal now named as West Bengal. She also even faced 
many hardships while studying but later when she got married she thought that her desire of 
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being a doctor just washed away because she had to look after a big zamindar family, but 
fortunately she got a very supportive husband which ultimately helped her dream come true.  

 
Actually, society can’t accept a woman to progress because as per those 

stereotype thinkers, a woman should have only duty before marriage to serve her parents and 
after having become a burden on her parents to throw away her in some unknown family and 
there also she has to face further bigger burdens like looking after her husband, in-laws and thus 
procreating a child and taking care of that child. As per those stereotypic men, this is how a 
woman should perform her duty then only she is a good housewife or a good wife otherwise she 
is a violator of family rules and customs. 

V. CONSEQUENCE OF FAMILIAL VIOLENT 
BEHAVIOUR ON CHILDREN 

 

Where a family is always filled up with violence, abuse a child growing up within 
that family usually attains a nature that makes them quite unpredictable, violent, anxious, and 
filled with fear in their minds. Seeing his/her family members getting involved in an activity 
which is quite physical in nature and where the worst amount of slangs are used before a child, 
which in a way harms their psychology and thus always faces trauma which is the same as that 
which is experienced by victims of child abuse. Instead of growing up in an environment where 
they are physically and emotionally safe, secure, the child force their minds to think about their 
unfaithful future and thus try to protect themselves and their siblings from abuses and assaults 
that might come towards them also in a sudden manner having no such control. Getting through 
each day is the main objective so there is little left for fun, relaxation, or any kind of future 
planning. 

 
Daughters are more often likely to become victims rather than sons. Women 

abuse carries the same context for the sexual abuse of female children. Where in a family a 
mother is barely exposed to assaults by her husband, daughters are exposed to an elevated threat 
of becoming sexually abused. A child may get exposed in the middle of an assault or there might 
be a reason for such abuser to include that child. There are chances of infants being highly 
injured just because they might be held by their mothers when the abuser uses such powers. 
Older children are also even assaulted frequently when they try to intervene in such assaults thus 
to defend their mother. Abusers have the attempt to take the children away from their mother to 
punish the woman for leaving him and in some cases, the children have also been killed. 
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VI. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INSIDE LIVE-IN 
RELATIONSHIPS 

 

At present, there is no such pre-existing or currently existing legal framework 
that performs the operation of regulating live-in relationships in India. Neither the Hindu 
Marriage act, 1955 nor the Criminal Procedure in India gives validity to such relationships 
although there is only one Act that has been existing to give validity to such things is The 
Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 and thus the aggrieved woman can 
claim alimony under this Act.3 Section 2(f) of the mentioned Act describes the term domestic 
relationship. 

VII. DO FAMILIES COME UNDER DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE? 

 

Section 2(f) of The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 
defines that it not only covers aggrieved victims which are in general are the wife but also covers 
all such women including mother, sister, and any women inside a family.4 So, any woman in any 
family can be prey to become victims of domestic violence. Usually, in Court proceedings, we 
see a wide variety of Domestic Violence Cases being committed by daughter-in-law towards her 
mother-in-law or the father-in-law and even to her sister-in-law.  

 
It is not always the wife that receives submissive violent activities from her in-

laws but there are cases of violence by the wife which remains faded or can’t properly be 
addressed by the administration like for say if a mother-in-law wants to file a complaint against 
her daughter-in-law for domestic violence, she can obviously do so but for a country like India, 
the law comes later and local goons or low-level part workers come first to resolve such matters. 
So, it becomes a difficulty, eventually, because it is easy to say or write in some orders or papers 
or articles but difficult to implement.  

 
Yes, Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code is indeed made for those women 

who are genuinely tortured or abused, and even time and again the topic of being misused has 
been seen or heard or telecasted in electronic media and the rate is indeed quite high. The main 
motive of incorporating this provision was to provide justice for all those aggrieved women and 

                                                             
3Section 2(f) of The Domestic Violence Act,2005- “Domestic Relationship” 
4 Universal’s Bare Act; “Domestic Violence” to other members of the family 
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thus to protect their rights in this society. Although the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India to 
combat such huge amounts of fake complaints gave an order to introduce the step of prima facie 
investigation of the whole matter before committing any kind of harassment upon the in-law’s 
house. The Supreme Court of India has now put an end to Automatic Arrest arising out of 
Section 498A complaints.  

 
On July 27, 2017 (Rajesh Sharma & Others. v. State of U.P. & Another), the apex 

court held that no arrest can be made, or coercive action be taken against a complaint under this 
Section without verifying the allegations.5 While attention has been drawn by the court regarding 
this issue, even the matter of facing violence by wife has also been taken care of. There are two 
sides of a coin, and obviously, both violence whether done to a wife or done by a wife is wrong. 
Regarding filing a complaint in the Women Commission both the wife and the aggrieved women 
in that family who received any kind of abuse can file a complaint. Feminism doesn’t play any 
kind of effecting role in domestic violence except in case of cruelty committed by husband and 
in-laws. Any woman committing any violence inside their housing premises is an act held to be 
considered as an offence. Any kind of Domestic Violence is abuse and if a woman is involved 
even, she would also be considered as an abuser. Thus, domestic violence conducted against the 
members of a family also covers the Indian Law perspective. 

 
A faded resonating question evolves around the society that: CAN A 

HUSBAND INITIATE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST WIFE UNDER DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE ACT? 

 
Recently, the Indian Judiciary in a recent case has interpreted that even a husband 

can initiate proceedings against the wife under the Domestic Violence Act.6 The High Court of 
Karnataka in Mohd. Zakir v. Shabana & Others held that a petition under the D.V. Act by an 
adult male or the husband can be taken into consideration. To arrive at this decision the High 
Court goes in line with the Supreme Court’s Judgement in Hiral P. Harsova v. Kusum 
Narottamdas Harsora.  

VIII. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE THROUGH MY 
EYES 

 

                                                             
5 https://www.legalquestinternational.com 
6 www.Vakilno1.com 

https://www.legalquestinternational.com/
http://www.vakilno1.com/
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Unfortunately, my life has also been attached to Domestic Violence because I 
have seen what abuser does to a woman, and I am writing this article from my own experiences.7 
The woman is none other than my biological mother. From the day when I started storing 
memories be it good or bad, I initiated collecting my mother’s reminiscences being thrashed 
abused and humiliated both physically and mentally by her in-laws. We had a joint family; I am 
saying ‘had’ because my father and mother including myself left them to make my future goals 
successful. Although in every joint family or the other, there remain to be subsisting problems 
circulating. But in this case, the Violence was like unbearable still my mother, being a strong 
woman, absorbed all such violence and continued her struggle life journey. When I was at five, 
she faced furious violence like beating, torture for not making food at the proper time, and 
failing to serve hot food during three intervals of the day. My mother’s origin was from the rural 
side and my father’s family resides in a suburban area.  

 
So, eventually, clashes did arise as she didn’t know the culture. Everyone starting 

from brother-in-law, sister-in-law, and even mother-in-law started torturing her. She wept, cried, 
and remained calm always hoping that one day I would take strong action against them. She 
faced violence by way of beating her with water pipes, water buckets, and even her mother-in-
law threw boiling water upon her body. While these activities were happening, I was just an 
audience because they dictated upon me. Her sister-in-law and mother-in-law always used 
obscene languages and tones to humiliate her. Some people said to file a case of cruelty against 
the family, but she kept back as because she wanted to live here with pride along with all the 
family members. Eventually, violence increased day by day. Even there were days where her food 
plate was filled with her tears. This was the amount of torture she faced. I was at that time a 
school-going boy and my father was at that time a Group-C employee of the Govt. of West 
Bengal. Both we remained absent when all these tortures happened, but still, my father used to 
raise his voice against those and eventually gets into a scuffle. We had shared utensils with them 
that is why we faced domination and share in each and everything starting from electricity bill to 
drainage cleaning to every essential house maintenance service. Mental assaults even did not 
leave her back because it was always continued day or night. For about a long duration of 18 
years, these types of violence, assault, insult, the abuse became quite common in our family. 
Because of her in-laws, she even had to go up and down the staircases carrying heavy loads of 
water buckets for a 3rd-floor construction, which eventually lead her towards having spondylitis 
problem and thus making three number of bones in the waist and two bones in her neck to 
dislocate. Finally, we decided to leave this family and to settle in some urban city because my 
father eventually became a Group-A Officer. She always had the provision to file a 498A case 
against her in-laws but she kept back herself from those long tiring legal processes because she 

                                                             
7 Personal Experience of my life 
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wanted peace and not fights. There are ample number of incidents I can foresee or write inside 
this paper but that will indeed demean my position and my mother. 

 
My only humble appeal to all those abusers and violators please don’t abuse any woman, any 

wife, any daughter. They just want a little amount of support and love which we as human being should provide 
them. Relating to violence upon a married wife, I appeal to all the readers of my paper, please treat them as your 
daughter and not as a maidservant as she as a woman did not insist you to marry her. You, the in-laws, 
approached her to get married with your son.  

IX. HOW IS THERE A RISE IN SUCH CASES? 
 

According to a survey report published by National Family Survey (NFHS-4) unleashed by the 
Union health ministry, every third woman faces domestic violent behavior of different forms all 
over the country from the age of fifteen.8 According to such Survey, 27% of women have 
already undergone corporeal cruelty since their 15 years of age in India and is mostly common in 
rural India while 23% of violence was in the urban areas. 
 

Most of the time, perpetrators are husbands. Almost 31% of married women 
have undergone emotional, physical, and sexual violence by their husbands. Data from the 
survey even highlights that women in India between the age of 40 to 49 were most supportive of 
domestic violence with 54.8% in agreement, while almost 47.7% of girls between fifteen to 
nineteen years of age, eventually, accepted the violence by their husbands.  

 
Going by the ironic situation, India is among the 36 countries where sexual 

intercourse with spouse without consent and marital rape is not a crime till now. 

X. DO EDUCATION MAKES ANY 
DIFFERENCE? 

 

Irrespective of all the abuses metered towards a woman inside their homes, there 
is still a silver lining.9 The main factor which plays a great role in accepting domestic violence is 

                                                             
8 An Article published on News18.com (www.news18.com/amp/india/the-elephant-in-the-room-every-

third-woman-in-india-faces-domestic-violence-1654193.html ) as on Feb. 8, 2018. 
9 The HINDU Online (Report published on April 2nd,2020 19:00 IST, New Delhi by Jagriti Chandra- 

“Covid-19 Lockdown| Rise in Domestic violence, police apathy: NCW”). 

http://www.news18.com/amp/india/the-elephant-in-the-room-every-third-woman-in-india-faces-domestic-violence-1654193.html
http://www.news18.com/amp/india/the-elephant-in-the-room-every-third-woman-in-india-faces-domestic-violence-1654193.html
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education than income or age. Experts have reported that the commission of sexual and 
physically violent behavior can be eventually decreased by way of introducing schooling and 
proper education. There has been a sharp decrease of 38% to 16% of violence only by way of 
formal education. 

XI. REPORTEDLY INCREASE OF CASES 
DURING COVID-19 IN INDIA 

 

While there remains a supposable nation-wide lockdown around the whole 
country, The National Commission for Women (NCW), which collects complaints from the 
whole country, has received a more than twofold increase in gender-based violence.  

 
The total complaint rose from 116 (during March 2-8) to 257 (in and around 

March 23- April 1), while cases of domestic violence have increased from 30 to 69 over the same 
period.10 Thus, there has been a threefold increase in police apathy towards complaints registered 
by women to the NCW, as the police are busy enforcing the lockdown to curb the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Experts have expressed their opinion that these types of cases that are now being 
registered are just a tip of the iceberg, as women generally can not be able to reach out because 
of restriction on movement as well as lack of privacy. 

 
There has been a sudden downfall of calls from women victims who generally 

face abuses from the family. Whenever calls are made to any NGO’s, Commissions or 
Authorities they are mainly made outside the family environment or in a very private manner. 
Now due to the lockdown situations, every member of the family is at home, thus it is becoming 
difficult to give a helpline call. 

 
In this time of crisis or calamity, a massive amount of anxiety started revolving 

inside people’s minds, as to whether the company will sack them, or cut the salary or difficulty in 
accessing food and necessities. Still there exists a patriarchal society and thus women become 
easy prey for venturing out male anger. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
10 The HINDU Online (Report published on April 2nd,2020 19:00 IST, New Delhi by Jagriti Chandra- 

“Covid-19 Lockdown| Rise in Domestic violence, police apathy: NCW”) 
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While a strict level of lockdown is being followed to have a strict check on 
Coronavirus, this amount of strictness eventually creates a strict bar upon those women victims 
who actually wants to get back to their paternal houses or seek for help from the police 
administration. 

 
The main priority of the police on executing and following orders during these 

lockdown days is mainly towards focusing on the strict implementation of Govt. orders and to 
make the lockdown successful, but indeed there have to be certain alternative arrangements so as 
to arrange for resources to help any women who are distress or any kind of emergency medical 
requirements or any women who are seriously facing violence and abuse and thus needs to be 
overseen by the administration. 

XII. RELIGION & WOMEN’S RIGHTS 
 

A little mention about a Quranic Order about beating the women: 
 

“Men are the maintainers of women  
because Allah has made some of them  

to excel others and because they spend out of their property; 
the good women are therefore obedient, guarding the  

unseen as Allah has guarded; and (as to) those on which part you fear desertion, 
admonish them, and leave them alone in the sleeping-places and beat them; 

then if they obey you, do not seek a war against them; 
surely Allah is High, Great.” – Quran (4:34)11 

 
Some scholars have explained it as being ‘beating gently’. 
 
A little mention from the Bhagavad Gita Krishna12 (BG 9.32): 

 
“O son of Prtha, persons who obtain protection in Me, although they are of 
inferior birth- women, Vaishyas, and Sudras- can achieve the ultimate 
destination.” 

 

                                                             
11 Surah An-Nisa [4:34]- Al-Qur’an al-Kareem (Chapter 4 Surat l-Nisaa (The Women)) corpus.quran.com  
12 Holy-bhagvad-gita.org-Chapter 9 Verse 32 



  
   

LA  

SENATUS SCRIPTORS 
LAW JOURNAL 
VOLUME 1: ISSUE 2   

June-July, 2020 
 
 

 
 

www.lasenatusscriptors.com  

The controversial word in this verse is “papa-yonayah” or sinful birth and is 
generally used as an adjective to describe women, Vaishyas, and Sudras. On, the other hand 
while carefully looking at our Vedic culture, women are given a lot of respect, like holding the 
manifestation of Goddess Lakshmi, the Goddess of intelligence as Saraswathi and ultimately 
Goddess Durga. 

XIII. THE PSYCHOLOGY OF BEATING WIFE 
 

Martin Daly and Late Margo Wilson began studying domestic violence and 
uxoricide in the early 1980s.13 Daly hypothesized that domestic violence resulted when the 
husband did not value his wife and mistreats her. As wife’s fertility and reproductive value 
decline with age and year, Daly predicted that older, less valuable wives are always at great risk of 
spousal abuse and homicidal cases than younger and more valuable wives who were actually 
quite potent enough to meet his needs either physical or psychological. 
 

Although, a controversy usually arises on the point of whether younger wives are 
actually subjected to less abuse than old aged wives and thus the point was justified by explaining 
that younger women normally get married to younger men and younger men actually possess a 
very violent nature than older men. So, younger women are subjected to great risks of abuse and 
violence. 

 
Although, the above explanations are expressed while keeping in respect the 

Foreign Nations, in India, relationships are like very much complicated enough thus making the 
experts arrive at a proper conclusion.14 Indian Men are mainly controlled by family emotions and 
even if they get married, they had to follow the family rules. The hypothesis mentioned above is 
somewhat identical and applicable for India as well. They have the psychology to beat their wives 
after having returned from work, not getting a promotion, not satisfying his needs thereby 
treating them as boxing bags to show their anger grudge. Whenever they see any younger and 
beautiful wife of another person, those men start to curse their luck and compare their wives 
with the unknown women which in a way creates frustration in their mind leading to violence 
inside their house. Since this world is patriarchal in nature, any work done by women creates a 
sense of inferiority at the back of the mind of a man thus leading him to think about how come 
she can, why can not I? Now if that woman is anybody’s wife and the husband of that wife does 

                                                             
13 An Article posted by Santoshi Kanazawa in the www.psychologytoday.com on July, 18 2010.-“Why Do 

Some Men Beat up Their Wives And Girlfriends?”  
14 Personal Interpretation 

http://www.psychologytoday.com/
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not do any kind of work obviously that is his inability to do, and thus these situations lead the 
relationship towards spousal abuses and violence.  

 
In India, whatever a woman does in our society, still they are considered inferior 

to men. Some experts will even hold the view that domestic violence is mainly seen among lower 
classes, uneducated people but the scenario is completely different because higher class, middle-
class families even face domestic violence inside closed doors.  

 
While working with DLSA,15 SOUTH 24 PARGANAS, ALIPORE as an intern, 

I witnessed many cases of domestic violence some instances16 being violence created by a senior 
police official towards his wife who is by profession a teacher in an English Medium School. 
Even she faced violence as well. Another case that struck my mind was domestic violence 
created by a Marine Officer towards his wife. So, it is not always the uneducated ones that come 
under the legal radar. 

XIV. CONCLUSION 
 

Ending this article, I want to say, a woman is not an object. She is either your 
wife or your mother or your mother-in-law or your girlfriend or your live-in-partner or your 
daughter, or any unknown person. Showing strength within a limited area of jurisdiction where 
the abuser is the person who makes the last decision doesn’t make that abuser a macho. To be a 
hero or a brave person, do try to help those women who are always subjected to abuse day and 
night. 

 
In fact, it is very difficult to understand nature and I am saying this because like 

for say where any violence takes place, the walls, objects, appliances, decorations, and even 
photos of god just stares and watches those anger grudging incidents as they are non-living 
objects and thus they only watch, watch and watch. A very popular proverb revolves around us 
many times that “Even Walls Have Ears”. Truly a wall has ears, because it even hears those tears, 
beating sounds, slangs but couldn’t do anything it just keeps himself erect and become witnesses 
by being just a dumb audience.   

                                                             
15 DLSA- District Legal Services Authority at Alipore, Kolkata also known as the ADR Centre of South 24 

Parganas, West Bengal 
16 Case type was Matrimonial Suit. Victim wife undergone torture for 18 years. Physical Assault because of 

being a teacher. Abuser being a police officer and beats her while drunk and used to throw abusive words. 
Mediation wasn’t successful to resolve the conjugal relationship. 
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