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ABSTRACT 

 

This essay studies the evolution of the practice of Untouchability in India, and provides a brief historical overview. 
Following that; this essay lists the historical, legal and social aspects of various rulings and laws pertaining to Untouchability 
and their legal rights. Then this essay discusses various important cases in recent times, regarding violence against the 
community. In conclusion, this essay represents the author's views regarding the whole affair and gives the reader some points 
to ponder upon. 
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A perpetual war is going on every day in every village between the Hindus and the 

Untouchables. It does not see the light of the day – Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, 1943. 

 

I. THE PRACTICE OF UNTOUCHABILITY - 
THE HISTORICAL SIN 

 

  Since the inception of Indian civilization, the classes in the society were 
rather rigid. Whether it is the four-way division being followed since the time of the Gupta 
Empire or the caste system being followed during the Mughal reign. The society always had a 
bifurcation between the rich and the powerful, and the poor and the trodden class. The societal 
classes in ancient India mimicked those of around the world, at that time. The closest analogy 
can be drawn with Roman Society with its Senators and Soldiers and the commoners. Similarly, 
this society had its Brahmins or the educated class. There were soldiers or Kshatriyas, and then 
there were Merchants and Businessmen and white-collar bureaucrats called Vaishyas, and then 
came the working class, the odd-job workers, called the Shudras.  
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  Sources claim that these divisions are based on the occupation by these 
people, and not based on birth, but it is evident that in today’s world, that definition has changed 
widely. With the progress of time, the power differential widened between the castes, causing the 
stronger castes such as Brahmans and Kshatriyas to grow stronger, while the toll was paid by the 
allegedly lower castes. Some historians argue that this divide goes farther back to 2000 BCE 
when the aborigines were conquered by the Aryans. While there is a lack of historical records for 
that period, the roots of today’s caste system are consistent with what supposedly happened 
millennia ago. However, it has morphed into an ugly societal disgrace that needs to be 
overridden by the generation of today and tomorrow. 

II. POONA PACT - THE START OF INCLUSIVITY 
 

  The Poona Pact, 1932 was an agreement signed between Mahatma 
Gandhi and Dr. Ambedkar on the political representation of the socially depressed class. The 
pact was a consequence of the communal award announced by Ramsay MacDonald. It provided 
provisions for the upliftment of the category that is now known as Scheduled Caste. The pact 
provided for separate electorates in the central and provincial legislature for the depressed class. 
Furthermore, the pact ensured a significant representation of people from the backward classes 
in the domain of public services and provided sufficient educational grant for their upliftment. In 
an unprecedented development in modern history, the upper-class acknowledged the 
discrimination against the depressed class and was willing to act upon it. 

III. CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, LAWS, AND 

ACTS DISCUSSING THE RIGHTS AND PROVISIONS 

FOR UPLIFTMENT OF CITIZENS OF SCHEDULED 

CASTES, SCHEDULED TRIBES AND OTHER 

BACKWARD CLASSES 

  Article 17 is an integral part of it, as it tries to compress the void between 
the different strata of Indian society. It is widely considered as one of the earliest manifestations 
of India’s efforts towards eradication of untouchability. The main purpose of this legislation is 
the clearance of orthodox beliefs and rituals practiced in the society and try to enforce equality 
among the citizens as its one of the important pillars of democracy. The constitution not only 
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abolishes the practice of untouchability but also punishes those who practice such 
discrimination. The ostensible object was to put an end to humiliation and harassment faced by 
the Dalits and depressed class and ensure that the fundamental rights are preserved. 

Article 17: This article intends to outlaw untouchability and forbids its practice in any 
kind or factor. The enforcement of any disability arising out of untouchability shall be an offence 
punishable in accordance with the law. In 1976, the Untouchability (Offences) Act, 1955 was 
amended and relabeled as the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955. The renamed act was wider in 
its scope and applicability and made penal provisions stricter. The act states civil rights as any 
right accruing to an individual due to the abolition of untouchability under Article 17 of the 
Indian Constitution. The act as well as the constitution does not provide a definition of 
untouchability.  However, the High Court of Mysore has observed that the subject matter of 
Article 17 is not the literal or grammatical interpretation of untouchability but its historical 
practice. The practice of untouchability concerns with all the social disabilities that were forced 
on a certain class of persons by virtue of their birth. Therefore, the practice does not include 
social boycotts of few people or their exclusion from religious services among other things. The 
Apex Court pointed out that the right under Article 17 is available against private individuals and 
it’s the constitutional obligation of the state to take necessary action to make sure that this right 
is not violated 

Article 15: Further, Article 15 prohibits discrimination on certain grounds. Article 15 
states that the State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race, 
caste, sex, or place of birth. It is important to note that there are two significant terms in this 
Article namely – “Discrimination” and “Only”. Discrimination means to differentiate an 
individual or entity from others on unfavourable and arbitrary grounds. The word only denotes 
that discriminating an individual from the rest on certain other grounds is not forbidden. This 
may seem counterintuitive at this point, considering we are talking about equality; however the 
law has taken care of that as well, as shown later. The second provisions of Article states that no 
citizen shall be put through any disability, liability, restrictions or condition on grounds only of 
religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth with regard to (a) access to the shops, public 
entertainment: or (b) the use of wells, tanks, bathing Ghats, road and places of public resort 
maintained wholly or partly by State funds or dedicated to the use of the general public. This 
provision forbids discrimination both by the State as well as private individuals, while the former 
clause prohibits discrimination only by the State. The general rule of non-discrimination has the 
following four exceptions: 



  
   

LA  

SENATUS SCRIPTORS 
LAW JOURNAL 
VOLUME 1: ISSUE 2   

June-July, 2020 
 
 

 
 

www.lasenatusscriptors.com  

(a) The state is authorized to make special provisions for women and children. For 
illustration, reservation of seats for women in local bodies or provision of free and compulsory 
education for children;  

(b) The state is authorized to make special provisions for the upliftment and betterment 
of any socially and educationally backward class of citizens or for the SCs and STs. For example, 
reservation of seats or fee concessions in public educational institutions.  

(c) The State is authorized to make special provisions for the betterment of any socially 
and educationally backward classes of citizen or for the SC’s or the ST’s relating to their 
admission to educational institutions including private educational institutions whether aided or 
unaided by the state, except the minority educational institutions; 

(d) The state is authorized to make special provisions for the upliftment of any 
economically weaker section of the society. Further, the State is allowed to make regulations 
relating to reservation of up to 10% of seats for such sections in educational institutions 
including private educational institutions, whether aided or unaided by the state. This reservation 
of up to 10% would be in addition to the existing reservation for the economically weaker 
section. The same would be announced by the state on the basis of annual family income and 
other indicators of economic importance.  

Reservation for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in Educational Institutions: The above 
mentioned (c) provision was added by the 93rd Amendment Act of 2005. To provision was 
enforced by the Central Government by enacting the Central Educational Institutions 
(Reservations in Admission) Act, 2006. The legislation mandates a quota of 27% for candidates 
belonging to the OBCs in all central higher educational institutions including the Indian 
Institutes of Technology (IITs) and the Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs).  

However, there is a provision of the ‘creamy layer’ of OBC category which excludes the 
people of this category to avail some of the benefits of the reserved quota, which is discussed 
below. 

The children of the following different categories of people belong to ‘creamy layer’ 
among OBCs and thus will not get the quota benefit 

1. Persons holding constitutional posts such as the President, Vice President, Judges of 
Supreme Court and the High Courts, Chairman and the Members of Union Public 
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Service Commission, and State Public Service Commissions, Central Election 
Commission, Comptroller and Auditor General of India among others.  

2. Group ‘A’/ Class I and Group ‘B’/ Class II Officers of All India, Central and State 
services: and Employees holding equivalent posts in Public Sector Undertakings, Banks, 
Insurance Organizations, Universities and in private corporations and institutions.  

3. Individuals holding the office of Colonel and above in the Army and equivalent posts in 
the Navy, the Air Force, and the Paramilitary Forces.  

4. Professionals like doctors, lawyers, engineers, artists, authors, consultants. 

5. Persons engaged in trade, business, and industry. 

6. People holding agricultural land above a certain limit and vacant land or buildings in 
urban areas. 

7. Persons earning a gross annual income of more than Rs 8 Lakhs or owning wealth above 
the exemption limit. (In 1993, the ‘creamy layer’ ceiling was established at Rs.1 Lakhs. It 
was subsequently increased to Rs. 2.5 lakh in 2004, Rs. 4.5 lakh in 2008, Rs. 5 lakh in 
2013, and Rs. 8 Lakh in 2017) 

While there is a lot to see regarding how effective these restrictions are, and how well 
they hold across generations, it is certainly an appreciable gesture. It is often observed that the 
laws regarding something are rather precise and well defined, but there are loopholes around it, 
which are often exploited.1   

Article 16: Article 16 provides for equality of opportunity for all the citizens in matters 
of employment or appointment to any office under the States. No citizens can be discriminated 
against or be declared ineligible for any employment or office under the State on grounds of only 
religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth or residence. However, there are four exceptions 
to the general rule prescribed by Article 16. The four exceptions are as follows: 

1. Parliament 1. Parliament can prescribe residence as a condition for certain employment 
or appointment in a state or union territory or local authority or other authority. As the 
Public Employment (Requirement as to Residence) Act of 1957 ceased to operate in 

                                                             
1 M Laxmikanth, Prohibition of Discrimination on certain grounds, Indian Polity, Sixth Edition. 
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1974, there are no such provisions for any state except the State of Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana.  

2. The State can authorize reservation of appointments or posts in favour of any backward 
class that is not sufficiently represented in the state services.  

3. A Legislation can very well be enacted providing that the incumbent of an office related 
to a religious or denominational institution or a representative of its governing body shall 
belong to that particular religion or denomination.  

4. The state is authorized to reserve up to 10% of appointments or posts in favour of the 
economically weaker sections of the society. The said provision of reservation would be 
announced by the state from time to time on the basis of the individual’s family income 
and other parameters of economic consideration.2 

Article 164 (1) of the Constitution of India provides that Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and 
Orissa shall have a Minister, who shall be responsible for tribal welfare. The Minister may also be 
charged with the responsibility of the welfare of the Scheduled Castes and OBCs. 

Article 330 deals with the reservation of seats in the Lok Sabha. It provides that seats 
shall be reserved in the lower house for the SCs and the STs except the Scheduled Tribes 
residing in the autonomous districts of Assam and the Scheduled Tribes in the tribal areas of 
Assam. Article 332 is in close relevance of Article 330, and essentially states the provision of 
reservation of seats for SCs and STs in the State Legislative Assemblies. 

Article 335 settles the claims of SCs and STs pertaining to the services and posts. The 
claims of the members of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes shall be taken into 
consideration, consistently with the maintenance of efficiency of administration, in the making 
of appointments to services and posts in connection with the affairs of the Union or of a State.  

Article 338 provides mandates the appointment of a special officer for the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes by the President.  

It shall be the duty of the special officer to investigate all matters relating to safeguards 
for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes under this constitution and report to the 
President upon the working of those safeguards at such intervals as the President may direct and 
the President shall cause all such reports to be laid before each House of Parliament. The 89th 

                                                             
2 M Laxmikanth, Equality of opportunity in public employment, Indian Polity, Sixth Edition . 
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Constitutional Amendment Act of 2003 divided the National Commission for SC’s and ST’s in 
two separate commissions - National Commission for SCs (as mentioned under Article 338) and 
National Commission for STs (as mentioned under Article 338-A). The separate National 
Commissions were set up in the year 2004. The commission comprises a Chairperson, a Vice-
Chairperson, and three members. The members of the commission are selected by the president 
under his hand and seal.  

Article 340 states that “There shall be a Commission to be appointed by the President in 
order to investigate the condition of socially and educationally backward classes.” History has it, 
that this Article, is one of the most significant Articles of the Constitution, which has gone a 
long way in the upliftment of the depressed sections.  

Article 341 provides that the races, castes or tribes will now form part of an official list 
(also known ‘schedule’) and will have seats reserved for them in State-run post-schooling 
educational institutions as well as in public sector jobs. These castes are now termed as the SCs. 
In the same manner, all the tribes (adivasis or aborigines) in the country shall now be termed as 
STs. Furthermore, the STs shall enjoy the same benefits as enjoyed by the SCs.  

IV. THE UNTOUCHABILITY (OFFENCES) ACT, 
1955 

 

  After it was observed that some of the measures implemented in the 
Constitution needed amendment then came into force the Untouchability Offence Act, 1955 
passed by the Indian Government with a notion to invalidate the practice of untouchability. The 
Act penalized the practice of social or religious disabilities on the pretext of untouchability. To 
replenish the lacunae and loopholes of the current legislation, the Rajya Sabha passed a bill on 
2nd September 1976 to amend the Untouchability Act, 1955 and it was refurbished to the 
“Protection of the Civil Rights Act”'. The Act penalizes the propagation and practice of 
untouchability in any of its forms. Furthermore, the act seeks to prohibit any kind of disability 
arising from the practice of untouchability. The social and economic state of affairs of the 
untouchables was still susceptible despite the various measures adopted.  

The provisions of the Indian Penal Code, 1860, and Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 
were not sufficient to put an embargo on the atrocities committed against Dalits. Acknowledging 
and addressing the existing problem the Parliament passed the Schedule Caste and Schedule 
Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 and Rules, 1995. The Act was enforced to forbid the 
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commission of atrocities against the members of the SCs and the STs, to establish Special Courts 
for the trial of such crimes and to provide for the relief and rehabilitation of the victims of such 
crimes.  

Although the acts are substantial and explicit projectiles on paper in practice, the Acts 
have suffered from a near-complete failure in implementation. 

Ironically the individuals obstructing the implementation of the act were actually 
intended to be the basic enforcers, i.e., the lowest rung of the police and bureaucracy that form 
the primary link of communication between the state and the society in the rural area. Policemen 
have exhibited a consistent disinclination to register complaints of the commission of offences 
under the Act. The government officials who are tasked with the invocation of the Act are 
unaware of their primary obligation. 

V. MANDAL COMMISSION AND ITS 
AFTERMATH 

 

  The Indian government led by Morarji Desai ordered the constitution of 
the Second Backward Classes Commission under the guidance and leadership of B.P. Mandal, a 
Member of Parliament from Madhepura seat of Bihar from 1967 to 1970 and from 1977 to 
1979. The commission was established under Article 340 to investigate the state of affairs of the 
socially and educationally backward classes (SEBCs) and suggest a course of action for their 
upliftment. The commission prepared its report in 1980 and identified 3743 castes as SEBCs. At 
that time, it constituted about 52% of the population. It is pertinent to note that the castes 
enlisted by the commission were exclusive of the SCs and STs. The Commission suggested 
reservation of 27% in government jobs for OBCs, thereby the total reservation for all the classes 
(SCs, STs, and OBCs) stood at 50%. In 1990, the then Government led by V.P. Singh declared 
reservation of 27% in government jobs for the people belonging to the OBCs. 

  However, in 1991, the Narasimha Rao government brought two major 
changes:  

1. Firstly, Preference shall be given to the poorer classes among the OBCs in the 27% 
quota. Economic standards would be taken into consideration while granting reservation and;  

2. 10% reservation for economically backward sections belonging to the higher castes 
that are not covered under any of the schemes or programmes by the government. 



  
   

LA  

SENATUS SCRIPTORS 
LAW JOURNAL 
VOLUME 1: ISSUE 2   

June-July, 2020 
 
 

 
 

www.lasenatusscriptors.com  

  In the famous Mandal Cases, the Supreme Court examined the scope and 
applicability of Article 16 (4) and the extent of reservation of jobs provided by the said provision 
in favour of the backward classes. Though the Court has refused to grant 10% additional 
reservation for the economically weaker sections of the higher castes, it has upheld the 
constitutionality of 27% reservation granted to the OBCs provided that the below-mentioned 
conditions are adhered to: 

a. The individuals from the OBCs falling within the ambit of the ‘creamy layer’ shall be 
excluded from the list of beneficiaries.  

b. No reservation in promotions and reservations shall be restricted to initial 
appointments only. The total reserved quota should not exceed 50% except in some 
extraordinary situations. This rule should be applied every year. The Any existing reservation in 
promotions can persist for five years (i.e., up to 1997)  

c. The total reserved quota shall not exceed 50% except in cases where an extraordinary 
need arises. This rule shall be applicable every year.  

d. The carryforward rule in situations of unfilled (backlog) vacancies is justifiable. 
However, it shall not override the 50% regulation.  

e. A permanent statutory body shall be constituted to examine complaints pertaining to 
over inclusion and under inclusion as far as the list of OBCs is concerned. Adhering to the Apex 
Court’s judgments, the Union Government has initiated the following actions:  

Ram Nandan Committee was appointed to identify the creamy layer among the OBCs. It 
submitted its report in 1993, which was accepted. 

1. The Ram Nandan Committee was appointed to identify the creamy layer among the 
OBCs. It submitted its report in 1993, which was accepted. 

2. The National Commission for the Backward Class was constituted in 1993 by 
Parliamentary legislation. Its mandate was to examine the complaints of under-inclusion, 
over-inclusion, or non-inclusion of any class of citizens in the list of backward classes for 
the objective of reservations in jobs. In 2018, later, the 102nd Amendment Act of 2018 
conferred a constitutional status on the commission and also enlarged its functions. For 
this purpose, the amendment inserted a new article 338-B in the constitution.  
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3. In order to nullify the decision of the Supreme Court with regard to reservation in 
promotions the 77th Amendment Act was brought up in 1995, it inserted a provision in 
Article 16 that empowered the State to grant reservations in promotions of any services 
under the State in favour of the SCs and STs that are not sufficiently represented in the 
state services. Furthermore, the 85th Amendment Act of 2001 provides for 
consequential seniority in the case of promotion by virtue of rule of reservation for the 
government servants belonging to the SCs and the STs. This applies retrospectively from 
1955. 

4. The ruling with regard to the backlog vacancies was nullified by the 81st Amendment 
Act of 2000. It inserted a new provision in Article 16 which empowered the State to 
consider the unfilled reserved vacancies of a year as a separate class of vacancies to be 
filled up in any of the succeeding year or years. Such classes of vacancies are not to be 
mixed with the vacancies of the year in which they are being filled up in order to 
determine the ceiling of 50% reservation on the total number of vacancies of that year. 
In brief, it ends the 50% ceiling of the reservation in backlog vacancies. 

5. The 76th Amendment Act of 1994 has placed the Tamil Nadu Reservations Act of 1994, 
in the 9th Schedule to protect it from judicial review as it provided for 69 percent of 
reservation, far exceeding the 50 percent ceiling. 

 

VI. DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS OF THE 
SITUATION IN TODAY’S SOCIETY 

  Although the acts are substantial and explicit projectiles on paper in 
practice, the Acts have suffered from a near-complete failure in implementation. Ironically the 
primary obstacles to implementation are intended to be the primary enforcers of the Act, the 
lowest rungs of the police and bureaucracy that form the primary node of interaction between 
state and society in the rural area. Policemen have exhibited a consistent disinclination to register 
offences under the Act. The government officials charged with enforcing the Act are unaware of 
its existence.  

  It is really unfortunate that even today; the news is filled with hate crimes 
against the members of the SCs. Some of the more famous cases of violence have been 
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mentioned below, but it is scary to think that a lot of cases do not see the light of the day. They 
go unreported, unattended and unnoticed, while some are outright put to the altar for the sake of 
Identity Politics.  

Khirlanji Case: Dalit activists are dissatisfied with the arguments of the judges that the 
SCs and STs (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 does not apply to the Khirlanji case, as there 
was no caste angle to the crime, in their belief. A. P. Lavande J. and P .C. Chavan J. of the 
Nagpur bench of the Bombay High Court, which heard the appeal, said that the much-talked-
about murder of Surekha, wife of Bhaiyalal Bhotmange, his daughter Priyanka and two sons, 
Sudhir and Roshan, who was a visually impaired youth was not premeditated or motivated by 
caste bias, it was a case of "revenge killing". The High Court verdict stated that the incident was 
not caused by hatred, as "[the genocide] accused [non-Dalits] felt they were falsely implicated" by 
Surekha and Priyanka with Siddharth Gajbhiye (Dalit Police) Patman and Bhotmange family 
friends in a case of assault). Hence the finding that it was a clear case of retaliation. 

Siddharth Gajabhiye: The brutal murders on September 29, 2006, were viewed by the 
court as crimes of an incident that occurred 16 days earlier. On September 13, 2006, according 
to the decision, a Mahar, Siddharth Gajabhiye, slapped one of the accused, later Sakru 
Binjeshwar, in a case following a dispute between the two over non-payment of the part of back 
wages. Siddharth owed Sakru. Later, when some people assaulted Siddharth, Surekha and 
Priyanka went to Siddharth's rescue3.  

Despite of the various laws for the protection of the depressed class, discrimination 
against them still prevails in India. This is the bitter truth.  

Vikas Case: In the recent case a 17-year-old Dalit boy name Vikas Jatav was allegedly 
shot dead by four people on the night of 6th June in Amroha district. All the four accused Lala 
Chauhan, Horam Chauhan, Jasveer and Bhushan were charged under IPC Section 302 and the 
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. Lala and Horam were 
arrested while the rest were on the run. On 31st May a fight had erupted after Vikas went to the 
temple to offer prayer. However, the four accused did not allow him to go inside. The very day a 
complaint was lodged against the four accused but the police failed to take any action against 
them. “If the police had taken some action against the accused my son would have been alive 
today” asserted Om Prakash, father of the deceased. The police stated that the murder was the 
result of a fight between the two accused, and the elder brother of the deceased, over a sum of 
Rs 5,000. According to the family member Vikas was sleeping inside the premises when the four 

                                                             
3 Khairlanji : the crime and punishment, The Hindu, (August 23, 2010, 00:30 IST), 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/Readers-Editor/Khairlanji-the-crime-and-punishment/article16149798.ece. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/Readers-Editor/Khairlanji-the-crime-and-punishment/article16149798.ece
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men barged in and opened fire at him. Jatav’s family rushed to rescue him on hearing the 
gunshot and were rushed to the hospital. Vikas was excessively bleeding after being shot and 
sometime later he succumbed to the injuries before he could be taken to the hospital4.  

Tara Chand Case: On April 21, 2010 in Mirchpur village, Haryana mob belonging to 
the Jat community burnt down 18 houses of Dalits, a 70-year-old Tara Chand. and his 18-year-
old physically challenged daughter Suman were two of the victims of the incident. The Mirchpur 
brawl was an outcome of a trivial incident that happened on the evening of 19th June Dalt 
Valmiki community colony of Mirchpur had a 2-year-old dog named Ruby, which allegedly 
barked at some 10 to 15 drunk boys from Jat community returning home through the main 
thoroughfare in the village. There was deliberate targeting of the houses of Valmiki, the attack 
was pre-planned as they already had come well-armed in Valmiki basti with oil cans, lathi and 
stones. Properties of Valmiki were burnt and personal belongings were destroyed. This was a 
caste-based instance they wanted to teach the Dalit community a lesson. At least 254 Valimiki 
families’ fles Mirchpur in the aftermath of the riots. More than eight years later, many of those 
who fled are yet to be found. On December 8, 2010, the Supreme Court transferred the case 
from Haryana to Delhi for a fair trial. The 103 accused people who stood trial, five were 
juveniles and were tried before a Juvenile Justice Board in Hisar On January 9, 2011, the court 
order transfer of all accused to Tihar jail from Hisar jail total 98 accused were transferred. On 4 
September 2011, the court convicted 15 and acquitted the other 82 persons. On October 31, 
2011, three of the convicts got life term, five-year prison was awarded to the other five convicts 
and the remaining seven were released on probation. In 2012, the convicts, victims and the state 
moved Delhi High Court against the conviction and sentencing. The High Court on August 24, 
2018, overturned the acquittal of another 20 persons who were acquitted by the trial court5.  

Rohit Vemula Case: On 17th January 2016, a student of University of Hyderabad by 
the name of Rohith Vemula was found dead. He had committed suicide amidst controversies 
and charges regarding having faked his Caste certificate6. News articles and sources made a 
variety of claims right from accusing him of having faked his certificate, to portraying him as a 
victim to the prevalent caste system in today’s society. The popular belief is that he took 

                                                             
4 17-year-old Dalit youth not allowed to enter temple, shot dead by upper caste men for arguing, Mirror 

Now, (June 09, 2020, 06:16 IST), https://www.timesnownews.com/mirror-now/crime/article/17-year-old-dalit-
youth-not-allowed-to-enter-temple-shot-dead-by-upper-caste-men-for-arguing/603464. 

5 Soibam Rocky Singh, 32 persons convicted in Mirchpur caste violence case, The Hindu, (August 25, 
2018, 01:40 IST),  https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/32-persons-convicted-in-mirchpur-caste-
violence-case/article24775520.ece. 

6 Sudipto Mondal, Rohith Vemula An unfinished portrait, Hindustan Times, 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/static/rohith-vemula-an-unfinished-portrait/. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jat_people
https://www.timesnownews.com/mirror-now/crime/article/17-year-old-dalit-youth-not-allowed-to-enter-temple-shot-dead-by-upper-caste-men-for-arguing/603464
https://www.timesnownews.com/mirror-now/crime/article/17-year-old-dalit-youth-not-allowed-to-enter-temple-shot-dead-by-upper-caste-men-for-arguing/603464
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/32-persons-convicted-in-mirchpur-caste-violence-case/article24775520.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/32-persons-convicted-in-mirchpur-caste-violence-case/article24775520.ece
https://www.hindustantimes.com/static/rohith-vemula-an-unfinished-portrait/
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admission in UoH through SC reservation quota. But sometime during his education, his 
brother’s OBC certificate came to light, casting a doubt on the validity of his SC certificate. 
Though, later it was explained by his mother that due to Rohith’s dad leaving before he was 
born, the mother put her caste (SC) as her newborn’s caste, whereas his elder brother got the 
caste of their father who was an OBC.  While the whole issue did not see any conclusion, it did 
lead to people asking very stinging questions. Even if his caste certificate was fake, was it worth 
his life? And if not, who should be held responsible for the loss of a young life? Where does 
humanity overtake the legality of an issue, if at all?  

Dalit Girl Rape Case: Crime against Women has always been a huge issue for this 
country. Such a heartbreaking story came from Tamil Nadu in 2017, where a Dalit girl had been 
brutally gang-raped and murdered by her boyfriend and his friends7. While local law enforcement 
refused to treat is as a case of violence against Dalits and attributed it to a failing relationship, the 
fact remains that the girl was one and a half months pregnant at the time of the incident, which 
deepens the question whether this was a case of silencing her voice, since she was a Dalit.  

 

VII. CONCLUSION 

  Identity has always been one of the very significant characteristics of a 
person. Whether it's their gender identity, religious identity or social identity. Hence, protection 
of the rights across the spectrum of such identities is one of the most important aspects of 
ensuring that citizens of a country thrive. Untouchability is an attack on the sovereignty of 
identity. It is a social evil which should be cast out in any form, without any exceptions. 
However, even today, the ever-increasing divide and the unjust differential of power between 
various societal classes have brought a newer, more evolved version of the centuries-old 
problem. While it is true that Untouchability is outlawed, and it may be the case that it is no 
longer practiced anywhere in this country, as long as the sentiment of hatred and divide is in the 
hearts of the young ones, this battle will never be won. Especially today, in 2020, amidst all this 
chaos, it is evident that people are blatantly following the label game, where according to the 
social media, following the right-wing ideology is equivalent of hating the minorities and wanting 

                                                             
7 A Selvaraj, Outrage over rape-murder of dalit girl, Times of India, (February 06, 2017, 10:21 IST), 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/outrage-over-rape-murder-of-dalit-
girl/articleshow/56992181.cms 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/outrage-over-rape-murder-of-dalit-girl/articleshow/56992181.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/outrage-over-rape-murder-of-dalit-girl/articleshow/56992181.cms
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supremacy, and leaning on the left side of the spectrum gets you the label of being an anti-
national and a traitor. Amidst all this sheer hatred, the real issue gets buried deep within layers 
and layers of social media plasters, whitewashes, and other things. There is so much propaganda 
in every forwarded message that becomes really hard to tell the truth from the lies. And in such a 
time, it is becoming progressively easy for the political parties to bank on the issue of Identity. 
Promising higher percentages of reservations is going to get you the win, and dividing the society 
further by inciting caste-based violence is going to polarize the votes, of which you’ll be the 
primary beneficiary. The actual issues and struggles are not getting enough coverage, and they are 
thrown on the seventh page of the newspaper or get reduced to a banner headline on the Prime 
Time Show. Distancing from the issue is a massive disrespect to the struggles of all those who 
bestowed upon us the responsibility of making things better. Almost all the news articles and 
incidents discussed above have a lot more detail and depth which no reporter deemed necessary 
to state. The absolute state of Media is degrading in this country, to a point where everything a 
Dalit does, he or she must be doing it in a Dalit way, because that is the only thing that is worth 
mentioning, according to them. The Indian Constitution guarantees us Right to Equality, and we 
all are equal in the eyes of the law, and someday, we may be equal in the eyes of everyone else 
too, but there will be a long wait before there is an equivalent of Right of Respect in our society. 
When we will be judged by our actions, instead of our surnames and our forefathers’ surnames 
that will be the true sense of equality, and according to me that is when this sin will meet its end. 
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