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ABSTRACT 
 

India is one of the fastest-growing economies in the world, which is administered by an established and detailed written 
constitution. The agenda of the welfare system in India should be the supreme law. In our Indian constitution, Part IV of 
Directive Principles of the State policy has been laid down by the norms that are devoted to the people’s welfare. The 
administration has to take up responsibilities for the welfare that serves the common good to the public. This article examines 
the challenges, effects, and reasons for urban-rural differences in this issue. The agenda of the article is to represent the 
significance of public welfare in Indian society when it comes to health, safety, and welfare amid urban-rural society with the 
concept of Salus Populi Est Suprema Lex and the necessity of government for implementing the legal maxim as a core 
agenda while including public participation amid heavily blended society including the principles of traditional democratic 
theory. Our opinion based on our findings has been clearly stated as to how the government can work on improving the 
efficiency of each pillar of society. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
India is a diverse country. Indian society consists of individuals with different caste, creed, 
ideology, tradition, religion, and socio-economic background. Indian individuals follow their own 
culture, norms, belief, and traditions based on urban or rural societies to which they belong. All 
over India, people or social groups that belong to any religious group and background are 
categorized according to their various important qualities. India’s complex society is very 
transparent despite their vast differences in urban and rural life. In urban society, as individuals 
engage themselves in non-agricultural occupations like business, industries, etc. and are 
progressively aware of modern technologies. Thus, they are evolved in education, health care, 
employment opportunities and other infrastructures when compared to rural people whose 
primary occupation is agriculture. It is the major source of income for the individuals living in 
rural areas, who also believe it to be a way of life. Hence, they are not as developed as their 
urban counterparts. 
 Urban-rural differences are innumerable. To balance those differences, there is a requirement 
for proper ‘Governance’. The difference in the nature of governance in the rural areas and in 
urban areas also has to be noted as they are served by local bodies’ i.e Panchayats and Municipal 
Corporation or the area committee respectively. In rural areas, the government must focus on 
social amenities like education, transportation, communication, health care, and basic 
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infrastructures which can help to obscure the differences in urban-rural areas. Also, a 
government that has influences over a large population should aim at health, safety, and the 
welfare of the public in both urban-rural areas. The importance of the government’s role in 
addressing the crisis to attain health equity can be observed when looking at the present situation 
of the pandemic outbreak of COVID-19 as it is a communicable disease that can exert 
enormous strain on overextended health systems.  
A good regulation system is fundamental to provide successful welfare for an individual. The 
rule of the law must be “fair, just, and right”. Salus Populi Est Suprema Lex(a Latin legal 
maxim), which implies the safety or welfare of the public in general, should be a supreme law. Its 
basic motive implies that law exists to serve the common good of the public. The aim of this 
article is to represent the significance of public welfare systems in Indian society in terms of 
health, safety, and welfare for urban-rural communities, using the concept of Salus Populi Est 
Suprema Lex. It also aims to point out the necessity of government to implement this legal 
maxim as a core agenda, along with the participation of diverse public as part of traditional 
democratic theory. 
                               

A. CHALLENGES THAT CAUSE URBAN-RURAL DIFFERENCES 
 
India’s economy is the fastest growing economy in the world. But rural India has made very little 
contribution towards it. It has been taken rather as a liability by the administration. Rural India 
has been barely getting any criticalness in the financial plans of the nation. Most of the plans for 
rural India are simply assisting with giving a fundamental vocation to the individuals and not for 
the upliftment of the rustic economy.The reason which led to urban-rural differences is the lack 
of social amenities, quality of life, livelihood opportunities, etc in rural areas. There are also other 
major differences like infrastructure, education, and health care in rural and urban areas. To 
bring about significant changes in the glaring urban-rural divide situation, the government has 
been taking a lot of welfare measures without neglecting the rural population of the country. 
There is a clear perception that almost all of India’s challenges and opportunities lie in the rural 
hinterlands of the nation. 

II. URBAN- RURAL DIFFERENCES 
 

A. IMPACT DUE TO URBAN - RURAL DIFFERENCE 
 

The urban-rural divide has led to the generation of two opposites of the same nation 
i.e., India and Bharat. In reality, India is urban and progressive, whereas Bharat is rural, 
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underdeveloped, and backward. In rural areas, the labour force is still dependent on agriculture 
as their source of income. The salary of workers living in rustic regions is extremely low 
attributable to the little size of landholdings, absence of current procedures and gear, and 
openings that have been a pushed factor for individuals to move from provincial regions to 
urban regions. The urban power remains the standard paying little mind to the per capita GDP 
of India as the nation additionally will in general keep on changing into urbanized economies 
with higher mechanical and administration base. Further, the per capita pay in rustic India has 
stayed stale throughout the years because of a mix of government strategies and control. The 
observed differences are explained in the following table: 

HEALTH    URBAN RURAL 

 
Healthcare facilities 

 
Very high 

 
Fewer service providers 

Basic health conditions 
such as Asthma, 
Arthritis, etc. 

 
Relatively low 

 
 Very High 

Availability of 
healthcare insurance 

Wide options available Very limited option 

 
Health awareness 

 
Very high 

 
Very low 

Infant mortality rate, 
maternal mortality rate, 
life expectancy 

Mortality rate is low in      
Urban 

Mortality rate is Very 
High in Rural      

 
 

SANITATION URBAN RURAL 

                  Awareness  Sa          Sanitation is an 
integral part                 
of Urban Infrastructure 
and hence better 
awareness 

P                Poor Awareness 
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               Access to Toilets                 19 % of Urban       
dwellers lack 

                access 

              50 % of rural dwellers 
lack access 

             Disposal of Human    
Waste 

              Integrated Sewerage 
handling ,including its 
treatment   

                   Open Defecation 

 
 

PUBLIC 

 WELFARE 

URBAN RURAL    

Government 
Assistance 

 Several Employment 
opportunities exist 

100- day wage 
Employment 

Fair Price Shop Though it is extended in 
Urban as well, it is not 
applicable for all sections 
of the society 

Essential commodities 
sold at reasonable 
prices to the poorer 
section 

Housing  In Urban LIG reservation 
is addressing the same. 

Pradhan Mantri Gramin 
 Awaas Yojana – 
Housing for 
Rural Poor meets the 
need. 

 
 
 
 

III. DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS ON LIVING 
CONDITIONS 

 
Due to the effect of the increased population caused by higher competition in employment 
opportunities in urban areas, this urban-rural rift has also created rising of slums mainly in Urban 
localities. There is mass migration of people from rural areas to urban cities which lead to 
congested cities. Also, such shifts lead to uncontrolled population rate, an increase in crime rates, 
poverty, unemployment, discrimination, etc. The other effects are the skewed policies linking to 
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the expansion of capitalism, the forceful acquisition of lands from poor peasants, and the 
negligence of rural agricultural development which further worsen the situation. 
 

A. BARRIERS IN COURSE OF PROGRESSION 
 
In the Indian constitution, article 14 of the directive principle guarantees free education for girls 
and boys up to the age of 14. But it has failed in achieving women’s education in the rural areas 
owing to their poor nutritional status, very low income and little autonomy within the 
household. Girls in rural areas enroll themselves in school but discontinue their education 
because of family responsibilities. Also when girls attain puberty, their families stop them from 
going out even to schools/colleges as they still believe that girls going out after attaining puberty 
is committing a SIN. Similarly, they prefer the son’s education over daughter’s education, as they 
believe that MEN will be the breadwinner of the family always. Rural residents often also face 
barriers in getting the required quality healthcare facility. The main reason for not being able to 
access such facilities could be that rural residents are not having sufficient access and appropriate 
healthcare services. We are aware that to have good healthcare access, one must also have 
financial means to pay for services such as health or dental insurance, which is missing in rural 
society. In addition, Infrastructures in rural areas are not well developed which results in low use 
of these services. Transportation services may poor as they are not easily accessible, and the 
inability to take paid time off from work to use such services is also among other issues that are 
worth mentioning. Rural residents usually have concerns about taking care of mental health, 
addiction to alcoholic substances, sexual health, pregnancy, and also common chronic illnesses 
due to uneasiness or confidentiality concerns. 

 

B. ANTICIPATED AND UNANTICIPATED HEALTH 
ISSUES 

 
Health is an essential component for ensuring a good and better quality of life. Large crowds of 
the Indian public continue to fight hopelessly and are constantly getting defeated in their battle 
for survival and health. In many cases, even before birth, malnourishment of the mother reduces 
the life expectancy of the foetus. In rural India, over 50 percent of families are living in poverty 
and ill-health, and many children die due to diseases associated with lack of sanitation and 
potable water like diarrhoea. The research conveys that less than 10 percent of the rural 
population does not have access to toilets; lack of sanitary conditions and shortage of clean 
drinking water directly affects the anticipated health conditions of almost all the rural people. 
Due to the lack of primary health care, it is difficult to initiate any development program. The 
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urban population is concerned with emerging unanticipated health diseases with pandemics like 
AIDS and other communicable diseases which still exert immense strain on the overstretched 
health systems. In the urban areas, the general health of the public may get affected if any 
imbalance prevails in any one of the aspects listed in the figure given below: 
 

                                     
 
  

IV. APPLICATION OF PUBLIC WELFARE-
GOVERNANCE 

 

 India is viewed as a government assistance state, and it is likewise the biggest vote based system 
on the planet. The individuals in India have been considered as the incomparable expert in our 
nation, as announced by The Preamble of the Indian Constitution. In our constitution, PART IV 
of Directive principles of the state policy have laid down the norms that are devoted to the 
people’s welfare. The elected representatives are responsible for establishing a government 
mechanism for public health, safety, and welfare.  

 

A. HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE MEASURES 
 

 

 
Healthy Urban 

Places  

 

 
Building s / 

Infrastructur
es 

 

 
Multi-model 

transport 
system  

 

 
Urban Eco-

System 

 
 

Treated 
water, Good 

Waste 
Treatment 

and Disposal  

 

 
Weather 

conditions  

 
Air Quality / 

Pollution 
Level 
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 The agenda of the government is to provide basic needs and requirements to the public in 
contribution to social determinants of health like living conditions, nutrition, safe drinking water, 
sanitation, and awareness on hygiene. The importance of the government’s role in addressing 
these factors while attaining health equity can be observed when looking at the present situation 
of the pandemic outbreak of COVID-19 as it is a communicable disease that can exert 
enormous strain on overextended health systems. The second plan that the legislature centers 
around is the fast urbanization because of expanding populace and urban movement. Public 
well-being and security has become a key issue that needs dire consideration as it is a key column 
for quality life in urban areas. Well-being administrations incorporate policing, traffic the 
executives and mass transportation, crisis and calamity the board, security and security of basic 
foundations and public spots. The third agenda is the contribution to ‘’social welfare’’ which has 
been the core agenda of our policymaking from the time of independence. Programs and 
schemes have been initiated related to social welfare issues like agriculture and rural 
development, employment, labour welfare, inequality, socio-legal problems like honour killing, 
etc. 
  

B. REGULATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT IN HEALTH 
SECTOR 

 

In the health sector, the role of government is crucial while addressing various challenges and 
causes to develop good health in public. The impacts are the imbalances that lie in the social, 
political, and financial components that lead to an absence of progress on social variables of 
wellbeing. The most significant key job in directing India's general wellbeing framework is played 
by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW). In consideration of the present crisis, 
on March 11, the cabinet secretary of India enforced the section 2 epidemic disease act, 1897 in 
all states and union territories in India. It empowers the state government to take special 
measures and regulations towards the contagious epidemic disease. The government has taken 
various measures to control the ongoing issue of COVID19 by sealing of state borders, national 
lockdown by invoking the Disaster Management Act 2005 and has implemented various 
schemes for the migrant labours and daily wagers. 1The Swachh Bharat Mission was launched on 
October 2, 2014 to achieve universal sanitation coverage, to improve cleanliness, and eliminate 
open defecation in the country by October 2, 2019. The National Rural Drinking Water 
Programme (NRDWP) aims at assisting states in providing adequate and safe drinking water to 
the rural population in the country. In 2018-19, the scheme was allocated Rs 7,000crore which 
accounts for 31% of the Ministry’s finances. 

                                                             
1 Krishn Kaushik, Deeptiman Tiwary, Abantika Ghosh (March 30, 2020, 7:17 am) 
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-lockdown-govt-migrants-state-borders-sealed-coronavirus-6337921/ 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-lockdown-govt-migrants-state-borders-sealed-coronavirus-6337921/
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C. AWARENESS AND REFORMS 
 

The role of the state focuses on social guidelines that are framed to address poverty, welfare 
programmes, structural changes and implementation, urban-rural differences, inequality, 
education and to bring about adequate changes in health, safety, and welfare sectors. But it has 
failed to serve their duty towards the people as there is still a gap in preserving, promoting, and 
protecting social harmony. As there is still inequality in women’s oppression along with caste, 
work, and class biases the government must focus on removing not only poverty but also 
inequality amidst different factors by investing more in primary healthcare and education. As per 
the changing needs with changing times, social welfare policies should also change, and the state 
must adapt to these changing needs and provide services as per the requirements. For example, 
in the 1970s education was not a crucial requirement of society, but in today’s society, it is 
immensely important. The government needs to create awareness in the society and implement 
programs, schemes, policies, and campaigns relating to health, safety, and welfare measures like 
sanitation, safe drinking water, education, traffic management, and other socio-legal problems. 
 

V. ANALYSIS ON GOVERNANCE STRATEGY 
 

A. ANALYSIS ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES 
 

As pointed out earlier, around 67 per cent of India's population is still living in rural areas. Hence 
the Government of India, in its every 5-year plan focuses more on spending on its several 
schemes for rural development and modernization. This is also expected to reduce Urban-rural 
migration. Though the Government announced various Rural Development Schemes / 
Programmes, the following important schemes are identified for analysis. 
 

 
                                SCHEMES 
 

 
OUTLAY 

 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Programme 
(MGNREGP)      
 

 
23000.00 
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Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)    
                                        

 
15000.00 

 
National Rurban Mission (NRuM)             
                                                      

 
2000.00 

 
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana (PMKSY)  
 

 
1200.00 

 
Modernization of Commissionerate of Rural Development.    
                                                           

 
1200.00 

 

 

 

ANALYSIS: 

SCHEME 
HIGHLI
GHTS 

MGNREG
P 

PMGSY NRuM PMKSY MCRD 

 
Objective  
 

Improveme
nt of 
livelihood 
security of 
the 
households 
in rural 
areas 

To establish 
rural 
connectivity 
by 
connecting 
unconnecte
d 
habitations 
with all-
weather 
resistant 
roads of 
high quality 

To stimulate 
local economic 
development, 
improve basic 
services and 
create well 
organized 
Urban-rural 
clusters 

Rain 
water 
conservation
, 
construction 
of farm 
pond, water 
harvesting 
structures, 
small check 
dams, 
contour 
bunding, etc. 
are included 
under this 
program 

The objective of 
this scheme is the 
modernization of 
Commissionerate 
of Rural 
Development 

Scheme All unskilled 178000 Clusters would 65Million The main 



                    
              

LA   

SENATUS SCRIPTORS 
LAW JOURNAL                                          
VOLUME 1: ISSUE 1                                                                      

April-May, 2020    
 
               

 

Coverage  Labourers in 
Rural Area - 
Both Men & 
Women    

habitations 
were 
connected  

be developed by 
providing 
economic 
activities, 
developing skills 
& local 
entrepreneurship
, and providing 
infrastructure 
amenities. 

Hectare of 
land covered 
under 
irrigation.  

components of 
the scheme are 
modernization, 
maintenance and 
procurement of 
equipment, 
replacement of 
vehicles/hiring of 
vehicles at the 
Commissionerate, 
District level 
Offices, and 
other Offices 
comes under the 
Commissionerate 
of Rural 
Development. 
 

Cash 
Benefit  

100 days of 
Guaranteed 
work with 
wage@ 
Rs.202 per 
day for 
every 
Financial 
Year 2 

No Direct 
cash 
benefit  

No Direct cash 
benefit 

No direct 
cash 
benefits. 
However, Rs 
65634.93 
crore was 
released for 
93 Irrigation 
projects 
under this 
scheme. 

No Direct cash 
benefit 

                                                             

 2 Comptroller and Auditor General of India (2013). India”. The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG). Archived 
from the original on 11 September 2012. Retrieved 29 October 2013. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Rural_Employment_Guarantee_Act,_2005#CITEREFComptroller_and_
Auditor_General_of_India2013 
 

http://www.cag.gov.in/html/aboutusconstiution.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Rural_Employment_Guarantee_Act,_2005#CITEREFComptroller_and_Auditor_General_of_India2013
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Rural_Employment_Guarantee_Act,_2005#CITEREFComptroller_and_Auditor_General_of_India2013
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Applicabil
ity for 
women  

1/3rd 
Beneficiaries 
are women  

Not 
Applicable 

Urban-rural 
clusters 
including women 
and Tribal  

Not 
Applicable  

Not Applicable 

 

Some programs are indeed aimed at poverty alleviation (e.g., self-employment programs, training 
programs, food, and social security programs, etc.) though some were politically motivated, e.g., 
Garibi Hatao and 20- point program. However, the basic aims of attaining community 
participation, elimination of social evils, and improving the quality of life are yet to be achieved. 
 

B. ANALYSIS ON URBAN DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES 
 
About 30 percent of India's populace lives in urban groups. The quick paced urbanization, which 
is firmly associated with the general financial advancement, has driven the urban areas to 
experience some genuine difficulties on the financial front, for example, joblessness, abundance 
load on existing framework in urban communities like lodging, sanitation, transportation, 
wellbeing, training, utilities, and so forth. To improve the lives of the people, especially the urban 
poor, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development has been actively introducing new 
schemes and reinventing the existing schemes which deal with these specific issues. 
Out of the various Urban Development Schemes / Programmes announced by the government, 
the following important schemes are identified for analysis. 

 
SCHEME 
 

 
SCHEME FOCUS 

 
Smart Cities Mission 
 

 
To develop 100 smart cities across India with high-quality 
infrastructure with provision of basic amenities, education, health 
services, IT accessibility, digitization, e-governance, sustainable 
development, safety, and security 

 
Pradhan Mantri Awas 

 
Providing 20 million reasonable houses for the urban poor 
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Yojana (PMAY) (Urban) 
or Housing for All 
 

including slum dwellers by March 2022 
3 

 
Swachh Bharat Mission -
 Urban (SBM - U) 
 

 
Universal sanitation coverage in urban areas 

Jawaharlal Nehru National 
Urban Renewal Mission 
(JNNURM) 
 

Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission was a city-
modernization scheme with an investment of over $20 billion 
 

AMRUT (Atal Mission for 
Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation) 

Includes provision of water supply amenities, sewerage networks, 
storm water drains, urban transportation, and open green spaces, 
across the certain 500 Indian cities.4 

 

C. CEFFECTIVENESS OF SCHEMES ON URBAN-RURAL 
DIVIDE 

While many of the above schemes have benefitted various sectors, the effectiveness of these 
schemes can be gauged by the success of these schemes which is the driving factor for Urban-
rural divide. In India, a large population of migrants is incessantly migrating to cities such as 
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chennai and Hyderabad from Jharkhand, Bihar, Orissa, 
Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh for jobs and for a better standard of living. 
According to the recent Economic Survey report, 8 to 9 million people migrate for work 
opportunities within India annually. The survey noted that there has been an increase in 
migration, which is accompanied by economic growth. The rate at which women migrated was 
near twice the rate at which men migrated. 

                                                             
3 Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs website 
http://pmaymis.gov.in/# 
 
4  ATAL MISSION FOR REJUVENATION AND URBAN TRANSFORMATION 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India 
http://amrut.gov.in/content/innerpage/coverage.php 
 

http://pmaymis.gov.in/
http://amrut.gov.in/content/innerpage/coverage.php
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The growth comes despite disincentives, such as domicile provisions for the working population, 
lack of portability of social benefits, legal and other entitlements upon relocation. About 30 
percent of India's populace lives in urban groups. The quick paced urbanization, which is firmly 
associated with the general financial advancement, has driven the urban areas to experience some 
genuine difficulties on the financial front, for example, joblessness, abundance load on existing 
framework in urban communities like lodging, sanitation, transportation, wellbeing, training, 
utilities, and so forth. The main objective of this initiative is:  

● Connecting the rustic urban separation by guaranteeing offices and administrations.  
● Invigorating nearby monetary turn of events while concentrating on decrease in 

neediness and joblessness in country regions.  
● Regional development 
● Pulling in interest in country zones. 
 
 

 Government Initiatives on Urban-Rural Development 
Programmes through Traditional Democratic Theory 
 

The Government introduced the above measures as core agendas in the areas of health, 
education, sanitation, and basic infrastructure which are essential for the improvement of 
livelihood security of the public in rural areas. While doing so, the most appreciable and unique 
factor which the government adapted is that they have ensured the benefits that reach all the 
sections of the rural society by following the guiding principle of the Traditional Theory of 
Democracy which propagates the right of everyone to take part in the initiatives of the 
government. This is evident from the following examples: 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Program (MGNREGP) addresses the need of 
unskilled labourers, while Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) ensures connectivity of 
all rural inhabitants. Similarly, PMKSY covers 65 Million Hectares of rural land under irrigation. 
In line with urban-rural development initiatives, urban development has taken care of high-
quality infrastructure under smart cities scheme and Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) 
which addresses Housing for all urban poor including slum dwellers. 
It can also be inferred that Social awareness about the developmental schemes among the masses 
plays a critical role.  
 

VI. BETTERMENT IN ENABLING PUBLIC ISSUES 
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A. URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
 

Urban planning is a project that talks about the design of cities and other infrastructures in urban 
areas. Urban planning primarily concentrates on detailed land use and zoning. The main 
challenge for urban development of low-income households is the planning of the construction. 
Also, for every square kilometre of urban expansion, sufficient water resources augmentation 
should be made available as per the norms. With growing urbanization and rapidly increasing 
population, the country is working hard to transform itself over the next few decades in 
transportation. One of the biggest challenges in urban settings is the availability of affordable 
housing in urban areas. The present Urban Planning has completely failed in addressing this key 
requirement.  
To overcome the shortcoming, the government can adopt the following measures: 

● 100 % Implementation of Rainwater Harvesting in both Residential and Commercial 
places  

● Seawater Desalination capacities to be increased to supplement water deficiency.  
● Provision of Public Places in the expanded city development plan, which is currently 

missing. 
● Non-usage of Farming/cultivation land for city expansion, thereby protecting Green 

Environment and agriculture. 

● Encouraging Terrace farming in Urban buildings to improve Green cover. 

RURAL LIVELIHOOD 
A livelihood is a source of making a living. It includes people's capabilities, assets, income, and 
the activities that are required to secure the necessities of life. 

 

  
RURAL 

LIVELIHOOD 

 
PROVIDING 
SERVICES 

EG:TAILORING, 
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Unlike Urban places, in most of the rural areas, the majority of the population is engaged in 
farming which is the chief source of earning a living. Some of the common farming and non- 
farming activities are shown in the above diagram.  

B. CHALLENGES:  
 

Rural livelihood poses a great threat, as the rural population is often in a state of poverty where 
they lack even the basic requirements for survival. A rural household with multiple sources of 
income through various earning activities has healthier chances of surviving financially than a 
household that has only a single source of income. Research shows that chronic poverty, 
illiteracy, non-availability of HYV inputs, lack of capital formation, flood and drought, poor 
agricultural marketing services and not having the required knowledge about demandable crops 
are the real hardships that the rural people face every day. In recent years, land-based livings of 
small and marginal farmers are increasingly becoming unsustainable. As their land has failed to 
support their families’ requirements, they are forced to look at alternative means for 
supplementing their livelihoods. The above-mentioned challenges need to be addressed to enable 
the betterment of rural livelihood. 
Some of the suggestions are: 

1. Delivery of quality education and training in a variety of skills in rural areas is 
recommended to attain sustainable rural livelihoods. 

2. National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) is a GOI’S initiative 
for poverty alleviation. NRLM focuses on promoting self-employment and 
organization for rural poor. This will be a pushing factor for creating SHG (Self Help 
Groups) for the poor and make them capable of self-employment. This is rated as 
the world's largest initiative to improve the livelihood of the poor among such 
initiatives. 

3. Provision of basic amenities and infrastructure facilities through innovative programs 
and schemes. 
 

C. COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
 
Community participation is observed as an effective means of public support towards the 
administration. The term participation is construed in various ways depending on the level of 
involvement it entails through the services provided by the government like the health care 
facility, policies, and programs, etc. They can also involve themselves into various social activities 
or campaigns like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan where the community or the public can generate 
awareness among them about cleanliness and bring behavioural changes concerning sanitation 
practices. Community participation plays an important role in real ‘decision making’ as well as in 

http://www.aajeevika.gov.in/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_in_India
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recognizing problems in the society, electing the right leader, planning and execution, 
implementation, and evaluation of programs. 
 

VII. CONCLUSION 
 
“Government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth” 
                                                           ~ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
 In today’s time, we are all aware that in India the government is not in compliance with the 
obligations of a welfare state. Salus Populi Est Suprema Lex has to be made the supreme agenda 
with the concept of traditional democratic theory. The concept of traditional democratic theory 
promotes the majority rules or decisions which are implemented by the administration and 
should be done without violating minority rules, including the public’s active role while decision-
making and acknowledging the worth and dignity of all people. Therefore, both the community 
participation and government should work hand-in-hand in a heavily populated, cultural, and 
religiously blended society. The involvement of community participation can bring in a lot of 
difference. It ensures that the changes are made in affected areas and by making sure that the 
government responds to its citizens. The role of state in passing legislation, schemes, or yojanas, 
cannot be restricted while addressing the issues like well-being and livelihood of farmers; 
empowerment of women socially, politically, and economically; provision of equal opportunities 
for the scheduled caste; scheduled tribes and religious minorities in the areas of education and 
employment, etc. 
Out of all schemes outlined above, MGNREGA has taken a big stride in ensuring public 
welfare. Although the Government has taken various measures for protecting public welfare in 
the form of social programs, many of them have not achieved their intended targets. Further, 
most of the social programs currently implemented focus on rural poor, and in our opinion, the 
country has to give equal weightage by focusing on urban poor as well. 
To conclude, the government is required to invest more in education, health, agricultural sector, 
financial services like banking and other infrastructures, etc. and to provide public goods instead 
of delivering subsidies to maintain a consistent rural livelihood. Further, in developing countries 
like India, when exponential economic growth takes place, the government should strengthen 
and have robust health and safety systems to maintain its inclusive growth. Thus, the governance 
blueprint in a country like India must have Salus Populi Est Suprema Lex as a basic core agenda 
along with the principles of traditional democratic theory. 
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