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DRUG LAWS AND SOCIETY 
Muskaan Rafique* 

 
Drug laws and society are interlinked to each other. The aim of the topic is to look upon the 
various drugs that are consumed by the people especially by the youth. Though India has an Act 
for the prohibition of consumption and production of drugs, it has not been successful enough 
in reaching the public. 
Drugs have a lot of influence on youth’s behavior towards their society and it can change their 
social perspectives totally. Abusers are persons who have been consuming drugs for their own 
personal reasons like family issues, educational stress or peer pressure. Peer pressure being the 
most common of them all, it is always the friends that acknowledge us to try it. 
More importance should be given on children during their adolescents as that’s the most 
common age to fall for things like these. Drug abuse is something that is very rapidly growing in 
our country and the youth are the ones who are affected by it the most. Since the availability of 
drugs is also easy now, more importance should be given to eliminate its access as it will only put 
the future of the young ones at stake. 
Drugs can be damaging to our health which is the most important concern as self-consumption 
without medical checkup is illegal because it causes a lot of harm to our system. 
The society and the legislation should give more importance in tackling and cutting the root 
cause of drug marketing so that the youth are saved from the harmful effects of it. 
 
Drugs have been impacting our society since a long time which could be seen by the laws on 
prohibition of drugs. The narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances Act 1985 also known as 
the NDPS Act has been made by the parliament to prohibit the use and sell of any narcotic 
substance. 
Despite having an Act for a long time, the use and sell of drugs has never come to an end. It is 
altogether a whole world of itself where the students all around the country are easily able to 
access it through their peer’s contacts. It could be seen that it is becoming a way of life in the 
youths of this generation. 
Earlier it was used for medicinal purposes and was prescribed freely by physicians for treating 
many ailments. Drug has been used in India for a very long time as the oldest drug in India is 
opium and alcohol.Opium came to existence in India through the Arab traders. It was during the 
Mughal rule when opium cultivation happened and after the fall of Mughal Empire, the 
cultivation of opium was passed to the East India Company and was exported to China. Later 
China banned the export of opium due to opium addicts. 

                                                             
* University of Petroleum and Energy Studies 



                    
              

LA   

SENATUS SCRIPTORS 
LAW JOURNAL                                          
VOLUME 1: ISSUE 1                                                                      

April-May, 2020    
 
               

www.lasenatusscriptors.com   

After independence, the control on cultivation and manufacture of opium was passed to the 
government of India. To control the production of opium throughout the country, the 
Government organized a Central Bureau of Narcotics to look upon and control the cultivation 
and production of opium. License for the cultivation of opium was issued by the Central Bureau 
of Narcotics to cultivators eligible for it with the conditions of Central Government. 
Alcohol is another very old drug in India and post-independent India had a widespread usage of 
alcoholism. The government of India appointed a committee to examine the alcoholism rate in 
India and it was concluded by the committee that the same is growing at a fast rate. 
Though the Central Bureau of Narcotics has been prescribing the amount of opium to be 
cultivated through its frame and with the purchase of it by the Central Bureau of Narcotics, the 
farmers are still illegally selling it in the markets. 
There are also many drugs that are available like cannabis, cocaine, morphine etc. which are 
commonly used. They are classified as: 

 Soft drugs 

Soft drugs are the ones that does not have an effect on our body or mind like the hard drugs and 
are less damaging compared to the other ones. Marijuana, mushrooms are some drugs that fall 
under this category. 

 Hard drugs 

Hard drugs are the ones that have a strong effect on one’s body and mind. It is also used in 
medicines as heavy painkillers. Heroin, morphine, cocaine are some known hard drugs. 
There are also other kinds of drugs having, varied effects on our mind and body, which can 
cause the user to hallucinate, dilute and to make him/her mentally unstable. It can also kill the 
user’s appetite while some drugs activate their hunger by exciting them. These are some of the ill 
effects of drug consumption, which can impact peoples’ blood pressure dangerously. Different 
kinds of drugs have different kinds of effects on one’s body. 
There is an Act that prohibits drug abuse, as using of drugs by self-administration without the 
approval of a registered medical practitioner is illegal. Despite this act, the use of drugs is 
growing actively in recent times. Even though it has medicinal values and of use, it is harmful if 
consumed excessively. It has to be also noted that many deaths of youths have taken place due 
to drug abuse which is one of the hard truths of Indian society. The illegal production and 
consumption of drugs has been actively taking place all over India, during which occasions of 
violence and crime has been committed. Also, the money collected from the young peddlers is 
used in illegal businesses. 
Many medicinal drugs are also being abused as they are also illegally sold and bought. The laws 
for the production and consumption of drugs didn’t have their impact which could be seen in 
reality, as they live only in writing and the implementation and review process is still in need to 
be put to action. 
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The use of drugs has affected the society detrimentally as addicts resort to illegal activities to 
earn money and buy drugs. Drugs make the user’s mind unfairly judgmental as a result of which 
he/she commits crimes. 
The society looks at abusers differently and ignores them along with their families which further 
deepen the problem. Most drug users commit offences because they are neglected and have 
emotional distress. These conflicts only make them susceptible to further neglect and stress. 
In general, drug users belong mostly to the productive age group of 18-35. Drug abuse has 
impacted youths psychologically, physically and morally. It is estimated that in India most 
students are active in consumption of alcohol or drugs before reaching their ninth grade. Uttar 
Pradesh is known to have a very large amount of its youths as consumers of alcohol or drugs 
from a very young age. Not only Uttar Pradesh but other states like Mumbai, Punjab, Bihar and 
many more are also witnessing the same trend. 
The society has both positive and negative impact on the drug addicts. It has always viewed the 
drug addicts as a bad influence on society.The most important thing for the society to keep in 
mind while treating the family of a drug addict or the addict himself is not to be judge and treat 
the addict in the right perspective. Families have high influences on a child’s behavior. It is of 
utmost importance that parents need to give due attention to the child in its growth stage, to 
deter him from peer group pressure, which is one of the most common reasons of drug usage. 
This tender age also makes them try drugs out of curiosity without knowing their consequences 
and gradually become addicted and dependent on them, thus ruining their future. The children 
of nuclear families are the ones who are more prone to drugs, due to negligence and the changed 
pace of life in big cities, as their parents are busy professionally. 
To cope with the consumption of drugs, counseling sessions in rehabilitation centers have to be 
given more importance by the government so that the drug addicts could recover fast. It’s not 
always the addicts who should be blamed. Rather than arresting or treating them negatively they 
should be fairly dealt with, by identifying the issue and addressing the same. This would help in 
the care and support required to change themselves. 
To eradicate the production and consumption of drugs totally from the society, it is very 
important to look at the root cause of it. The root cause is the societal transformation which has 
taken place in the present generation especially with the Indian joint family system which has 
broken into individual family systems. The above mentioned change that has affected all aspects 
of life has impacted the transformational growth of a child to adulthood. A sense of isolation, a 
lack of belongingness and low expressions of emotions of day to day issues and problems has 
impacted the age group with weaker mental health which draws them into the use of narcotics 
and psychotropic substances to escape from their realities temporarily. 
The factors of time spent with their loved ones and the low emotional care that they receive in 
nuclear families where both parents are working further isolates the child who resorts to the use 
of drugs. This issue is growing at a fast rate which needs to be addressed not by the deterrent 
system of redresses but more by a counseling cell where individual cases of abusers can be 
identified and categorised to help them. Framing laws alone would not address this sort of 
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societal issues but more social reformations need to be brought in to have a positive impact on 
this serious issue as the same can impact future generations. 
If this issue is critically analyzed, it would root down to more of a psychological crisis which is 
impacting the society at large in contemporary times. Reformative course of action needs to be 
initiated not only by the government through varied legislations but also by involving voluntary 
organizations to work on this field. Also future scopes could be widened through mandatory 
rules towards such changes that take place in the social front. 
Further rules and regulations need to be established for developing varied activity centers to 
attend and engage the addicts for a productive cause which would raise their self-confidence. 
Hence, the problem of drug abuse needs to be addressed from various fronts and ways to reduce 
the impact of the same. Strong legislations need to be brought to focus on the source of 
production and the supply chain and limiting the production of drugs to legitimate demands. 
The problem needs to be addressed legally by surveying and identifying specific geographic areas 
of drug misusage and rules and regulations should be made area specific. 
Priority needs to be given more to societal change rather than the drug laws to reduce the trend 
of growth of drug abuse. This would help the upcoming generation to have a right and healthy 
perspective on their lives and avoid the detrimental impact of drugs on their selves and their 
families at large. 
Hence, a social upliftment is the urgent need of the time rather than drug laws which could only 
focus on the production and supply chain restrictions. The Drug laws should also have in its 
ambit the productive scope for the users in them rather than only having deterrent punishment 
which would further cause psychological distress and the way of life of the upcoming generation. 
Hence drug laws should be entwined with societal change and more adaptable and reformative in 
nature to reduce the impact of drug abuse in the society at large. They should be deterrent not to 
the affected but rather to the source of the supply. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


